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PREFACE. 
^S I write the final pages of this book, I am 
conscious of obligations which I wish to acknow-
ledge here: To Mrs. CLARKE ASPINALL, whose 
consent that the work should be undertaken was 
given at niy request seven months ago, and who 
has placed whatever information I needed at my 
disposal; to friends of the late Mr. CLARKE 
ASPINALL and especially to Mr. EDWARD R. 
RUSSELL, Mr. E. W. BIRD, Mr. LUCAS P. 
STUBBS, Colonel LAKE, Rev. J. P. LEWIS, 
Rev. SAMUEL BARBER, Rev. JAMES HIRST, 
Mr. NATHANIEL SMYTH, Dr. GARSON, Mr. 
JOHN HARDING and Mr. W. C. PROCTER, 
vi PREFACE, 
who have done much to felieve me of the difficulty 
occasioned by the absence of written records—even 
of letters; to Messrs. BROWN, BARNES & BELL 
for permission courteously granted to use their 
valuable photographs ; and finally, to those whose 
skill in preparing the portraits, in printing and in 
binding, has given to the book a form so seemly. 
WALTER LEWIN. 
P A R K V I E W , 
B R B I N G T O N , 
i6th Novmbcr, 1B92. 
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C H A P T E R I. 
INTRODUCTION. 
TAKING up, as I often do, a volume of Emer-
son, I read in the essay on " Demonology," 
this passage : " I find nothing in fables more 
astonishing than my experience in every hour. 
One moment of a man's life is a fact so 
stupendous as to take the lustre out of all 
fiction." If Emerson compared the repre-
sentation of life in novels with life itself, he 
was sure to find the lustre of the novels 
dimmed. Yet any good representation of life, 
whether in novels or in painted pictures, 
possesses a certain subtle quality of its own 
which gives it an exclusive value ; the quality, 
namely, of revealing life to others. There is a 
well known story of a lady who complained 
to Turner that she never saw in nature the 
colours he introduced into his sunsets; to 
which Turner retorted—" No Madam, I dare-
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say n o t ; but do you not wish you could see 
them ? " T h e colours were there for the artist 
to see and to copy for the world to see, his 
function being to reveal and interpret nature 
to the world. In like manner, the function of 
the novelist is to reveal human life. He sees 
in the passing hours what Emerson saw, 
superabundant cause for wonder, where com-
mon eyes behold only commonplace. His 
stories should enable other men and women to 
see at second-hand what they could not see in 
the original, and in some cases it may be, he 
awakens their understanding, so that they 
shall not any longer need a mediator. Mr. 
Robert Aris Willmott in his Pleasures of 
Literature has applied to the novel the happy 
phrase, " t h e news of common life." Any 
exhibition of daily life showing it to be other 
than mean would be news to many. I do not 
doubt a perfect announcement of the ordinary 
details of life would be an astonishing piece of 
news to all of us. That the contemplation of 
life itself, a^ Emerson contemplated it, must 
take the lustre out of even the best fiction is 
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true, just as to those who could see sunsets as 
Turner saw them, his pictures would be, in 
comparison, insignificant. Yet it is quite as 
true that in good pictures and good books, 
taken by themselves, there is lustre, a lustre 
derived from the realities they stand for. No 
misrepresentation of nature or life can have 
any lustre. 
The biographer, like the novelist, is a 
worker in human life. The main difference 
between them is that the novelist is free to 
explore all life and draw from every source 
for the creation of an ideal of his own, while 
the biographer must concentrate his study of 
life in one actual, specified example. His 
incidents are drawn from one career, to which 
he must keep with strict fidelity. W h a t he 
would like that career to have been or thinks 
it should have been is not for him to say. 
Only in a secondary degree is it within his 
province to suggest what it might have been. 
His function is to reveal the actual life of a 
certain man or woman—nothing more. 
This can not be done by any catalogue of 
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incidents, however carefully compiled and veri-
fied, full and precise. Such a catalogue, instead 
of leading to a true estimate, might easily lead 
to an entirely false one. Facts make a good 
foundation to build truths upon but they are 
not themselves truths. " L e t us not under-
rate the value of a fac t ; it will one day flower 
in a t ruth," wrote Thoreau. Facts unrelated 
to their truth are useless and even dangerous. 
The business of the biographer is not merely 
to know them but to know what they mean. 
He must be faithful to his facts and to all they 
imply, and then, and then only, will they 
flower for him in a truth. If the novelist may 
be compared to the painter of landscapes and 
historic scenes, the biographer's counterpart 
is the painter of portraits, who, having once 
adopted his subject—supposing him to be an 
honest painter—aims only, whether the fea-
tures are regular or irregular, to make his 
portrait true. In another part of the essay 
quoted at the outset of this chapter, these 
words occur : " The soul contains in itself the 
event that shall presently befall it, for the 
IN7RODUCTION. y 
event is only the actualising of its thoughts." 
T o fit himself for his task, the biographer 
must trace the events backward to the soul 
which gave them being. When this is done 
the facts cease to be isolated. In the life to 
which they belong they take their place and 
relation, and thus he is able to discern, in its 
integrity and completeness, the life which has 
been known to the world only in its disjointed 
manifestations. This effected, he uses his 
facts as the painter uses his colours, to make 
the conception existing in his mind, concrete. 
As the painter uses only the pigments which 
serve this end, so the biographer uses his 
facts, to make an approximately true present-
ment of the life he has seen. He is not bound 
to state every incident known to him, but 
those only which are requisite to perfect the 
portrait. W h a t he chooses to suppress, he 
suppresses. Only, his choice must never be 
made for purposes of concealment or any 
other form of misrepresentation, but, on the 
contrary, the better to reveal the whole. His 
sole and sufficient justification for using this 
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and rejecting that is that his final presentment 
is true and entire. 
This is the one thing needful in biography, 
that it shall be true and entire. One of 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's most suggestive para-
bles relates how Aylmer, a man profoundly 
versed in occult science, was wedded to a 
woman whose perfect beauty was marred, in 
his eyes, by a small birth-mark on her cheek. 
Others thought the mark heightened her 
beauty, but to him it was a defect so obvious 
that he could not look upon the countenance 
as a whole, but only upon it. " Seeing her 
otherwise so perfect," it " g r e w more and more 
intolerable," until he resolved to apply all his 
knowledge to its removal. After much patient 
effort he achieved success, for the mark faded 
away ; but at the same moment his wife died, 
and he learned too late that he had " rejected 
the best the earth could offer." " Our great 
creative mother," Hawthorne adds, " while 
she amuses us by apparently working in the 
broadest sunshine, is yet severely careful to 
keep her own secrets, and, in spite of her pre-
INTRODUCTION. 9 
tended openness, shows us nothing but results. 
She permits us, indeed, to mar, but seldom to 
naend, and, like a jealous patentee, on no 
account to make." Whatever perfection is 
possible, is given by nature, although it may 
seem to us full of faults and flaws. Any higher 
perfection than that is imaginary. As it takes 
all sorts of people to make a world, so it takes 
all sorts of habits to make a character. The 
writer of biography must not repeat the blun-
der of Aylmer. It is not for him to " correct 
what nature made imperfect"—that is, what 
he thinks is imperfect. Any attempt on his 
part to do so will produce, not a man or 
woman but a monstrosity. To him faults and 
virtues in his subject are of equal moment. 
His function is neither to create nor to invent, 
but strictly to reveal. 
Wri t ten with any other intent than to re-
veal, biography becomes worse than useless. 
As an aid to the development of character it 
is too valuable to be thus misused. Disclosing 
as it does the springs of human action, it 
serves more than any other kind of litera-
10 INTRODUCTION. 
ture—more even than fiction— to reveal men 
to themselves. For whatever the superficial 
variations may be, human nature is, in es-
sence, identical. Whatever one man was, 
others, subject to differences of place and 
degree, are or might be. This is what Goethe 
meant when he said " I have never heard 
of any crime which I might not have com-
mitted," and what the Puritan John Bradford 
meant when, seeing a criminal being taken 
to execution, he exclaimed "There, but for 
the grace of God, goes John Bradford." The 
unity thus acknowledged in possible default 
is as absolute in possible nobleness, and 
this makes the story of a well-spent life a 
stimulus to virtue. If, however, the seeming 
defects in such a life are suppressed, kinship 
disappears, for the reader, finding his book is 
the history of a man without a shadow, con-
cludes he must belong to a different order of 
created things from those mortals of flesh and 
blood who cast shadows whenever they stand 
in the sunlight. T o fall short somewhere is 
an incident in every worthy career. He must 
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indeed aim low who never strikes beneath his 
mark. 
Tennyson is said to have destroyed letters 
and other papers, so that his biography might 
not be written. A similar objection is attri-
buted to Thackeray—probably in error—with 
the consequence that no authorised " Life " of 
one of the most interesting men of the cen-
tury has yet appeared. If either Tennyson or 
Thackeray did express such a desire, he must 
have forgotten that his biography, and the 
biographies of all known men and women, 
have been published already, in a fragmentary, 
imperfect, often misleading manner, in their 
public actions. Most opinions are formed too 
hastily, from the insufficient evidence of ru-
mour, from too remote, or, it may be, too 
close contact, or in other ways from limited 
knowledge and observation. Agreement or 
disagreement in opinion; sympathy or anti-
pathy in a favourite cause; a first meeting 
under exceptional conditions; superficial pecu-
liarities of appearance, manner or habit— 
these and other things quite as trivial often 
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constitute the data upon w h i c h judgment , not 
easily reversed, is formed with respect to fun-
damental qualities. Men do not a lways know 
even themselves and their own motives, and 
innocently deceive w h e n they mean to be 
most candid. A written biography serves to 
correct mistakes. W h e n the career is seen in 
its completeness, misapprehension due to a 
partial view is cleared a w a y . N o man, says 
Sir Arthur Helps, is really inconsistent. H e 
may seem so when w e see only one or 
another arc in the circle of his life. W e 
need the written biography to show the total 
harmony. 
F e w men during their lifetime have been so 
widely known, in a personal w a y , as the sub-
jec t of the present history. It is hardly too 
much to say that Clarke Aspinall was known 
by name and sight to every man, w o m a n and 
child in Liverpool and for ten miles a r o u n d ; 
and he was only less known in other parts of 
the country. If w e say that any time during 
the last twenty-five years there were fully 
three-quarters of a million persons w h o , meet-
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ing him in the street, would have recognised 
him, we malce no overstatement. T o many of 
these he was no more than the pleasantest 
and most amusing speaker they knew at social 
gatherings, the announcement of whose name 
was sufficient to secure an audience. T o 
others, a large number, he was the magistrate 
whose duty it had been to punish them for 
some fault, who had punished them severely 
perhaps, but never spitefully, and who had, 
doubtless, accompanied the punishment with 
an admonition more or less stern. Others 
again knew him as a co-worker in philan-
thropic undertakings and as a preacher. Not 
a few there must have been whom some 
timely word of his had served to warn, or 
encourage, or guide, and who had received 
material kindness at his hands. 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall was the friend of 
many, especially of those who were in trouble 
or distress. Friends in whom he could con-
fide and on whom, if needful, he could count 
for service equal to his own, were less numer-
ous ; and even of these probably only the 
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fewest really understood him. Yet he was of 
a candid and trusting disposition and may be 
said to have lived with the eye of the world 
upon him. Of so many men it is true that 
seeing they see not. Some are misled by 
their own over-subtlety and refuse to believe a 
simple acknowledged motive suffices to explain 
a simple act. Others lack the fine human 
sympathy which is essential to understanding; 
they cannot put themselves in another's place. 
If open and candid, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was 
sufficiently unusual to be misunderstood by 
persons such as these. He could not be cor-
rectly measured with the rule which serves for 
ordinary public men, philanthropists and wits. 
His career contains few striking incidents and 
no dramatic surprises. His life, full as it was 
of energetic purpose, was not what is usually 
termed an eventful life. He was self-con-
tained. His individuality was marked and 
intense. Wisely or unwisely, he lived his own 
life and was the echo of no other. Much as 
he liked to be approved, he went, not any 
conventional way, but always his own way 
INTRODUCTION. 15 
through life. This it is which has rendered 
it difficult for even his friends to understand 
him and, at the same time, makes him worthy 
to be understood. 
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CHAPTER 11. 
THE ASPINALLS IN LIVERPOOL. 
Eavly Liverpool—Liverpool's Merchant Aristocmcy— 
Attitude to Letters and Art—William Roscoe— 
The Slave Trade, its rise and decadence—The 
Aspimlls and the Slave Trade—The question of 
its Morality—Fashion in Morals—New Views 
and old—"Progress of Civilisation"—WUliatn 
Aspinall and Captain Crow—A Model Slave 
Captain—John Bridge Aspinall—His political 
activity—Political feeling in England—Early 
Liverpool Elections — James Aspinall, " The 
Double Dandy " — By-gone Liverpool — Some 
notable neighbours. 
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C H A P T E R 11 . 
T H E A S P I N A L L S IN L I V E R P O O L . 
MOST of the ancient cities of England are 
ecclesiastical centres, while Liverpool did not 
possess even a Rector of its own until 1699. 
True , ever since 1206, when K i n g John 
granted it a Charter , it had been an incor-
porated borough with mayor, bailiffs and free 
burgesses, but for fully five hundred years 
thereafter its fame was inconsiderable. W h e n 
we read that in 1571 the inhabitants petitioned 
Queen Elizabeth on behalf of their " pore 
decay'd t o w n , " the only doubt is whether, up 
to that time, there had been anything to 
decay. T h e slow growth of the place was due 
in a great measure to its isolation. T h e low 
marshy district which lay between it and the 
rest of the country was not easily traversed in 
those days. It will be remembered that, long 
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afterwards, carrying the Liverpool and Man-
ciiester railway across that district constituted 
one of George Stephenson's great engineering 
feats. Until 1760 the London coach came no 
nearer than Warrington, ten miles away, and 
passengers from Liverpool travelled thither on 
horseback to join it. T h e neighbouring River 
Dee was then navigable as far as Chester for 
vessels of considerable size, and Chester and 
even Parkgate, places comparatively easy of 
access on the landv/ard side, for goods and 
persons, were superior seaports. To-day 
Chester is rapidly becoming an inland cit}', 
while Parkgate — once a famous watering 
place — has reached, even as a fishing village, 
an advanced state of decline. 
Nevertheless, if Liverpool can claim none of 
the stately antiquity c f York or Durham, if 
it did not possess a Bishop until 1880 and 
cannot yet boast a Dean, while the distinguish-
ing feature of its Cathedral is that it is the 
ugliest church in the c i t y : it is not without an 
aristocracy of its own. Its aristocracy is not 
based on blood so much as on bank-balances. 
THE ASPINALLS IN LIVERPOOL. 21 
Success in business is its criterion of merit, 
and of its merchant princes it is abundantly 
and, on the whole, justly proud. 
F o r its literary, scientific and artistic sons 
Liverpool has never shown a similar regard. 
T o win recognition they must go elsewhere. 
Going elsewhere, many have won recognition, 
but, even then, their mother-city was not 
proud of them. As the father of Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall once w r o t e : " W e never loved bril-
liancy from our hearts in Liverpool. W e have 
tolerated it at t imes for the sake of other 
qualities by which it has been accompanied, 
but we were always anxious to get rid of it as 
soon as possible. Liverpool looks upon able 
and clever men as Athens looked upon Aris-
tides. Mediocrity suits our temper b e s t . " * 
W h a t e v e r in the way of culture is visible in 
Liverpool to-day is more or less associated 
with the name of Wi l l iam,Roscoe (1753-1831) 
either as the man w h o founded, stimulated or 
first suggested it, or in some way encouraged 
* Liverpool a Few Years Since, by An Old Stager. Liver-
pool, 1852. 
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and made it possible then or afterwards. T o 
the world outside Liverpool, Roscoe, during 
his lifetime, was, as Washington Irving said, 
" t h e literary landmaric of the place." Wash-
ington Irving, when he visited Liverpool, saw 
him, as by chance, enter the Athengeum news-
room, and while yet ignorant of his identity 
was impressed by " something in his whole 
appearance that indicated a being of a differ-
ent order from the bustling race around him." 
" In America," added Irving, " w e know Mr. 
Roscoe only as the author, in Liverpool he is 
spoken of as the banker." T o his townsmen 
he was, at the time Irving wrote, a banker 
w h o had been unsuccessful in business, whom 
some of his creditors tried to imprison ; and a 
politician who was elected to represent the 
town in 1806, but at the dissolution which 
took place in the following year was so mobbed 
and insulted in its streets, partly because he 
had voted for the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
that he refused to offer himself for re-election. 
" W i l l i a m Roscoe," wrote the Rev. James 
Aspinall, " was born in Liverpool, but he 
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belonged to the world. The world claimed 
him, fondled him, cherished him, appreciated 
and idolized him, before he was even acknow-
ledged to be a man above the common mark 
in Liverpool. He knew little about rums and 
sugar, less about cotton, and nothing at all 
about barilla and logwood, and, therefore, in 
this region of commerce and s. d. he was 
nobody. He was lost, thrown away, mis-
understood." * 
Not men of culture who fail in business, but 
men who succeed in business, whether they 
are cultured or not, are the heroes in Liver-
pool. Such an ideal of greatness must not be 
undervalued. A man can not succeed honestly 
in business without possessing a certain moral 
and mental excellence. The names which, 
after a lapse of time, continue to stand high in 
Liverpool esteem—such as Rathbone, Glad-
stone, Holt, Booth, Earle, Brancker, Aspinall, 
are the names of men who, in their day, 
exercised integrity in trade and were good 
• Roicae's Library, or Old Booki and Old Times. Liverpool, 
1853. 
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citizens and neighbours. T o what sect and 
party they belonged and what principles they 
advocated are points which have long ceased 
to signify. Their memory is honoured now 
because their success was honourable. 
In 1709 while Liverpool was still an insig-
nificant place it sent out its first vessel, of 
thirty tons burden, on a voyage to Africa, and 
thence to the W e s t Indies. T h a t was the 
beginning of that W e s t Indian trade which, 
during its continuance — nearly a hundred 
years—made Liverpool a great commercial 
centre. In that same year (1709) the building 
of a dock was authorised, the first, not only on 
the Mersey but in the kingdom. This dock 
was made at the entrance to an estuary of the 
river, and it continued in use until 1826, when 
it was filled up and the present Custom House 
erected on the site. A n important branch 
of the W e s t Indian trade consisted in the 
transportation of kidnapped negroes from 
Africa to the plantations. T h e favourite round 
voyage was from the Mersey to Bonny or 
some other port on the African coast with 
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trinkets, muskets, ribbons and other articles 
likely to find favour with the native chiefs, 
thence to Jamaica with negroes, and so home 
with specie, sugar and rum. Hitherto, Bris-
tol had been the chief British centre for the 
trade, but Liverpool was soon a strong com-
petitor and, in time, was without a rival. O f 
the 309 vessels belonging to the port in 1770, 
96 were engaged in slave carrying. Ten years 
later there were 149 siavers which, in the 
course of the year, transported 50,000 negroes 
from Africa to the W e s t Indies. T h e highest 
point was reached in 1798 when no fewer 
than 149 vessels of a tonnage of 34,939, were 
engaged. 
Very lucrative employment many owners 
found it, for negroes could be carried in a 
small space and required, or at any rate 
received, little food or attention, not one half 
as good accommodation as the cattle which 
come from New York and Boston have now-a-
days. For a vessel of 300 or 400 tons burden 
to yield a profit of :^20,000 on the round 
voyage, which could be accomplished in 
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twelve months, was no impossible thing. 
Great fortunes were made, although it is also 
true that the irregular and uncontrolled cha-
racter of the trade led to many losses. A 
limited number of houses secured the profits. 
According to Wil l iam Roscoe, who wrote a 
pamphlet on the subject in 1788, out of thirty 
houses which carried on the trade in 1773, 
twelve had already become bankrupt. T h e 
captains being paid by commission were the 
only persons whose profits were sure. 
Even in those days a few persons were 
totally opposed to negro slavery in any form, 
but the chief practical agitation of the time was 
not against slavery but against the carrying 
trade from Africa to the W e s t Indies. This 
transportation of negroes increased greatly the 
barbarity of the slave system. Planters could 
replace their slaves so easily that they did not 
find it worth while to take care of them. 
They overworked and killed them without 
much compunction. It was stated that, at 
one period, 100,000 negroes were sent yearly 
from Afr ica ; of these 20,000 died on the pas-
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sage, and the remaining 80,000 were needed 
to keep up the numbers of the negroes on the 
plantations. Such mortality on the passage 
and on the plantations is appalling. It was 
argued that, if fresh supplies from Africa 
ceased, the slaves already on the estates would 
be worth cherishing, and greed succeed where 
mercy had failed. T h e carrying trade was 
abolished by Act of Parliament in 1807, but 
already it had been condemned by public sen-
timent. T h e subject had been before Parlia-
ment for sixteen years, Wilberforce having 
introduced his Bill in the House of Commons 
each year from 1791 onward, on several occa-
sions passing it through the earlier stages. 
Now it was finally accepted with only 16 
dissentients in a House of 299 members. One 
of the sixteen dissentients was General Gas-
coyne, Roscoe's Tory colleague. Even he 
was constrained to speak in terms of apology : 
he had " a l w a y s thought the slave-trade ought 
to be abolished, but he wished for a gradual 
abolition." 
Contrary to expectation, the condition of 
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the slaves was not much amended. Legisla-
tive measures for the improvement of man-
kind, and especially legislative compromises, 
usually fail to effect the desired end. T h e 
carrying trade went on, not under the British 
flag, in swifter vessels with worse accommoda-
tion, so that the always terrible " middle 
p a s s a g e " became more terrible than ever. 
In the year 1821, 200,000 negroes were trans-
ported. T h e planters, perhaps more callous 
through long habit, committed outrages some 
of which, now the slaves had friends and well-
wishers, were reported in England. Probably 
the people as a whole were not moved by any 
strong principle of liberty, but then, as after-
wards in the United States, the slave sys-
tem destroyed itself by its excesses. Human 
creatures, although black, being mutilated, 
whipped to death, on occasion thrown into 
vats of boiling sugar, women with unborn 
children done to death on the treadmili, men, 
women and children, not punished merely but 
tortured in wantonness ; these facts could not 
come to the ears of even careless English men 
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and women without convincing them, with 
more force than any argument, that the system 
which permitted them must cease. Indigna-
tion and pity, more than any abstract doctrine 
of rights, swept the slave system away. It 
was seen that no half measures would suffice. 
So long as slaves were wanted they would be 
got, in despite of laws, if not by fair means, 
then by foul, even the very foulest. T h e only 
radical cure was to abolish the slaves, and 
to do this was one of the first acts of the re-
formed Parliament of 1833. Slavery, although 
so long established, had never been anything 
better than an unlawful practice admitted by 
usage; but the generous British pubhc gave 
the planters twenty millions sterling by way of 
consolation, and did not require them to make 
any restitution to the negroes, for the unlawful 
use of them. Tardy and partial as her action 
was, England led the way, and thereby won 
the everlasting gratitude of the poor African. 
During the later struggle in America, the 
escaped slave sought only to place his feet on 
British ground, knowing that meant liberty. 
30 T f f £ ASPINALLS IN LIVERPOOL. 
T h e recent incident of Mrs. Ricks who in her 
old age travelled from Liberia to London that 
she might realise the darling wish of her l i fe— 
to see the Queen of England, the country 
which had always, as she supposed, been the 
friend of her race, shows the sentiment is 
not yet extinguished. Truly if England did 
befriend the negro in his extremity, she has 
received a full mead of gratitude in return. 
Of course, when the Act abolishing the 
Slave-trade came into force (May, 1807) 
there were the customary gloomy forebodings 
that Liverpool commerce would be ruined. 
Equally of course, they were not realised. 
Slave carrying was only a portion of the W e s t 
India trade. Sugar and rum, which yielded 
good profits, remained, and in due time more 
extensive trades were opened out. Liverpool 
came to be identified with Cotton—an article 
of commerce which, curiously enough, renewed 
the association of her interests with slavery. 
When, once more, the question of abolition 
came to the front, Liverpool again fancied 
her interests were threatened and was again 
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mistaken. Slavery in the United States was 
abolished, in form at least, by the Civil W a r , 
but Liverpool commerce was hardly even for 
the moment checked and has since advanced 
more rapidly than ever. 
T h e upholders of the Slave-trade argued a 
hundred years ago, as the advocates of Slavery 
have often argued since, that the Bible could 
be quoted on their side. As far as it went, 
this was true enough. Their error consisted 
in a disregard of the differences of time and 
place. They had authority for asserting that 
slavery existed and was approved two or three 
thousand years ago but none for applying the 
social system of ancient Judea to modern 
England. They might with equal justice have 
insisted on robes and sandals in place of 
trousers and boots. Modern England may be 
essentially better, or it may be worse than 
ancient Judea ; this is an open question. T h e 
undoubted fact that it is different is nearer to 
the point; and one age can no more retain 
the customs and institutions of another than it 
can retain its style of dress. 
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Even a century suffices to mark consider-
able changes in the current notions of right 
and wrong, and in estimating the character 
of the men who made fortunes out of the 
Slave-trade, it is necessary vi'e should guard 
ourselves against ascribing to a growth in 
morality what may be only a change in 
fashion. Ghastly as are some of the incidents 
connected with that trade, we do well to bear 
in mind that conscience permits in one age 
what it condemns in another, and in times not 
ours good men did deeds it would be impos-
sible for any decent man to do now. A little 
earlier than the Slave-trade, was the Spanish 
Inquisition, to contemplate whose instruments 
of torture, in an exhibition, is torture enough 
for a sensitive person to-day. The notion that 
the Inquisitors were ferocious ruffians was 
long held, but has been exploded. Some of 
them are known to have been particularly 
humane persons, no more actuated by a spirit 
of cruelty than a surgeon who amputates a 
limb to save a life. " Man, to be kind," said 
Ernest Renan, " need not necessarily have a 
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logical basis for his kindness." Yet it remains 
true that no European to-day, other than a 
ferocious ruffian, could repeat such deeds as 
theirs. 
This might be talcen to prove that mankind 
is better now than it was then. If only the 
worst men of to-day are capable of doing what 
the best men of the middle ages did, does it 
not show a great advance in righteousness ? 
When, however, we look more closely, and 
observe what deeds are tolerated and approved 
among us, we find our modes are different 
without being necessarily any better. Wha t 
the priests of religion did then in their zeal 
for religion, the priests of science do now— 
sometimes perhaps in a similar zeal for science; 
oftener, it is to be feared in wantonness. They 
make it their boast and pride that they are 
devoid of pity for their victims, and take posi-
tive delight in seeing them suffer through their 
most human attributes of love and trust. All 
which is not a superfluity of naughtiness in a 
few persons working their evil deeds in secret 
for fear of condemnation, but is sufficiently 
D 
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according to popular sentiment to be an-
nounced in the public journals and expressly 
authorised by law. The men who betray the 
confidence of brutes are entrusted with the 
lives of their fellow creatures in hospitals 
maintained by public subscription and with 
the lives of private patients, and are freed from 
the regulations which, ordinarily, are consi-
dered necessary for the protection of human 
life; while a sentiment of "professional eti-
quette " prevents tale-bearing. Thus they are 
enabled to experiment on human beings as 
freely as on brutes. At the same t i m e -
without, indeed, pretending to disinterested 
motives, but for the sake of openly confessed 
" s p o r t " — persons of all classes shew the 
enjoyment they feel in giving pain, by con-
stituting themselves amateur butchers. All 
which tends to show that the ferocities we 
condemn in the past have not abated but only 
been turned into other channels. 
Take another illustration. Eighty years ago 
drunkenness was not classed among the vices. 
Men of position felt no shame when they 
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drank until they fell under the table and wer6 
carried insensible to bed. They are more 
decorous now; while temperance reformers, 
unheard of then, are respected and influential, 
able almost to dictate to governments. Yet> 
while the use of alcohol diminished or became 
more secret, poisons quite as potent in deaden-
ing the senses and the will, came more and 
more into vogue. If " l o c a l o p t i o n " and the 
" direct veto " prove as effectual as their advo-
cates desire against the "drink-curse," the 
drink may be abolished but the curse has 
already taken a more insidious shape. In 
social disease, as well as in bodily disease, the 
disappearance of symptoms may betoken the 
very opposite of a cure. 
Even with regard to the unhappy African 
himself, while still enjoying his gratitude for 
favours past, we, using, like our forefathers, 
the names of trade and civilisation to justify 
us, are preparing to sacrifice him. He is not 
yet to us " a man and a brother" else persons 
like Stanley would not be received as heroes for 
their exploits in Africa. During a temporary 
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outburst of zeal for the negro, Governor Eyre 
instead of dining with the Prince of Wales 
was, for a time, in danger of hanging. 
Whatever may be said of the slave captains, 
it is probable the owners had only a faint con-
ception of the horrors connected with their 
trade. Captains were likely to be the last 
persons to report that the loss of life—which 
on a mere trade basis was loss of merchan-
dise—was due to anything but unavoidable 
accident. No doubt this is a poor excuse for 
participation in wrong-doing. A man's busi-
ness is to know at what cost his fortune is 
being made. Yet most of us have profited (in 
unintentional ignorance let us hope and not 
from a base desire to get for our money more 
than our money's worth) by the hideous ad-
vantage taken of the needs of the poor, known 
latterly as " s w e a t i n g ; " and it is entirely true 
that the bulk of manufacturers in the present 
day make no closer enquiry into the cost of 
their fortunes than the slave merchants were 
accustomed to do. 
All things considered, it would seem that , 
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when we pass judgment on our forefathers, we 
are at the same time passing judgment on our-
selves. Our boasted "progress of civilisation " 
appears to be, for the most part, progress in a 
a circle, the same distance from the centre 
always maintained, and the point of starting 
reached again at last ; while, during the jour-
ney, different aspects are presented. Perukes 
and gaiters, and certain shapes of vice, go out 
of fashion together and become the scorn of 
following generations ; but the dress and vices 
of the scorner must some day take their place 
in the same grotesque exhibition. T h e " pro-
gress of civilisation " gives increased conve-
nience and opportunity, but the problem of 
morals lies deeper. 
That the sportsmen, the manufacturers and 
even the vivisectors are often, in other direc-
tions humane, and in some instances excep-
tionally benevolent persons, is not to be 
denied. They simply do not see that the 
cruelty they perpetrate is cruelty. In this one 
direction their eyes are holden. Likewise, we 
have ample reason for knowing there were 
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slave-traders who, failing as it would seem, to 
understand that negroes had any claims of 
kinship or any human rights, were yet in other 
directions sensitive to the call of sorrow or 
suffering. "Slavery," wrote John Locke, " i s 
so vile and miserable an estate of man, and so 
directly opposite to the generous temper and 
courage of our nation, that it is hardly to be 
conceived that an Englishman, much less a 
gentleman, should plead for it ." The history 
of the trade is a mass of ghastly incidents, yet, 
John Locke notwithstanding, men honestly 
religious and benevolent, and good fathers, 
husbands and citizens, were engaged in it, and 
their memory is justly esteemed to this day. 
There was for instance John Newton, first a 
captain, afterwards a clergyman, co-author 
with Cowper of the Olney Hymns, some of 
\vhich are still admired and popular in all the 
churches. Whatever he was as a captain, his 
later life proved him to be by no means a 
vicious man. There was Captain Crow, also, 
a noteworthy character in his day, whose 
career is more nearly associated with the pre-
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sent history. He was distinguished, among 
other things, for the humane way in which he 
treated his human cargoes, so contrary to the 
usual practice, which was to do as little for 
them as possible and, if they fell ill and so 
became troublesome, to throw them to the 
sharks. On one occasion when Captain 
Crow's vessel the Mary was lying at Kings-
ton, Jamaica, a number of negroes came, 
dressed in their best, to thank him in person 
for the kindness he had shown them when, 
formerly, they had been his involuntary pas-
sengers from Africa. " G o d bless Massa, Long 
live Massa " they cried and they clung around 
him with expressions of love and gratitude, so 
that one of his officers who was present— 
evidently a sensitive m a n — w a s moved to 
tears; and indeed the captain confesses he 
shed tears himself. As to merchants, it is not 
to be supposed that in 1787 there was but one 
good man among them all in Liverpool; yet 
William Rathbone was the only original mem-
ber of the Society for abolishing the trade, 
founded in the year named. On the other 
40 THE ASPINALLS IN LIVERPOOL. 
hand the Company of Merchants trading to 
Africa to which George II granted a charter 
in 1750 included Thomas Earle and William 
Earle, P. W . Brancker and Thomas Brancker, 
John Bridge Aspinall, James Aspinal! and 
William Aspinall; and some of these and, at a 
later date, Sir John Gladstone owned slave-
worked plantations in the West Indies. 
Another William Aspinall, nearly half a 
century later, who is described as " one of the 
most generous merchants in Liverpool," was 
the owner of the Will, 225 tons burden, 
with 18 six-pounder guns and a crew of 50 
men, licensed to carry 359 slaves, whose mas-
ter, at one time, was the exemplary captain 
just alluded to, who won the hearts of the 
negroes because he had only kidnapped and 
enslaved them, and had not added to their 
misfortunes by callous cruelty. Knowing the 
value of a good servant, Mr. William Aspinall 
held Captain Crow in great esteem. He was 
" fond of a good joke," evidently a family 
propensity, and one of his jokes procured for 
his favourite captain the nickname " Mind-
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your-eye-Crow." This is the Captain's own 
account of the m a t t e r : — " M r . Aspinall, my 
owner, who was fond of a good joke, happen-
ing to meet one evening with old Mr. Hodson, 
merchant, commonly called ' Count Hodson,' 
and the conversation turning on the voyage 
we had just accomplished, Mr. Hodson ob-
served ' I give my captains very lengthy 
instructions, yet they hardly make any money 
for us,' adding to Mr. Aspinall, ' W h a t kind of 
instructions. Will, do you give your captain ? ' 
' W h y , ' replied Mr. Aspinall, ' I took him to 
Beat's Hotel, where we had a pint of wine 
together, and I told him—' Crow, mind your 
eye, for you will find many ships in B o n n y ! ' 
Mr. Hodson immediately said ' Crow, mind 
your eye ! Will, I know the young man well, 
he has only one eye.' ' True, ' said Mr. 
Aspinall, ' but that 's a piercer.' " * 
The cousin of the owner of the Will 
was the grandfather of the subject of this 
Memoir. His name was John Bridge Aspinall. 
* Mmoin of the late Captain Hugh Crow of Lmrpool. 
London: 1830. 
"•'WS.; 
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His son has described him as " a man much 
esteemed by all in his day, princely in his 
hospitalities, and with a heart and hand open 
to every call of charity." In the early years 
of the present century, he was a prominent 
citizen in Liverpool. In 1801 he was one of 
the two Mayor's Bailiffs. This office of 
Mayor's Bailiff was an ancient and important 
post, second only to that of Mayor, and often 
held by men destined for the post of chief 
magistrate. One of its functions was that of 
Coroner which has been entrusted to a dis-
tinct officer only since the Municipal Reform 
Act of 1835 abolished the Mayor's Bailiffs. 
Mr. John Bridge Aspinall was Mayor in 1803. 
An active party politician on the Tory side, he 
was a prominent figure in the various parlia-
mentary contests of the time. During the 
first quarter of the present century, political 
feeling ran high. When, in 1806, Pitt and 
Fox both died, there were no statesmen of the 
first rank left to conduct the government. A 
sense of insecurity prevailed, and there was 
general unrest. T h e echoes of the French 
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Revolution had much to do with this. T o 
the governing classes the success of that 
revolution suggested doubts about their own 
safety, and with reason, for the governed 
classes had not been slow to take the hint, 
and were seriously considering what rights 
they had and whether those rights were 
properly respected. T h e war with France 
was suspended in 1802 by the Treaty of 
Amiens, only to be resumed in the next fol-
lowing year and to continue with scarcely a 
break for thirteen years longer. In 1812 we 
were at war with America also. At home 
these wars and the introduction of machinery 
into factories aggravated the distress of the 
poor. Pauperism and crime prevailed and, 
instead of trying to give relief, the rulers 
endeavoured to crush the misery down by 
laws increasingly oppressive. More than two 
hundred offences were punishable with death— 
shooting at a rabbit, stealing property worth 
five shillings, and writing a threatening letter 
were amongst them. W h e n the battle of 
Waterloo terminated Napoleon's career and 
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relief to the starving people, in the shape of 
wheat from abroad, became possible, the land-
lords secured a measure restricting importa-
tion. At the same time the Royal Court was 
the most corrupt which even this country has 
ever seen; for the King had gone mad finally 
in 1811 and George of Wales was Regent. 
No wonder then that the people were 
considering whether they, as well as the 
revolutionists of Paris could not assert them-
selves with effect. That they adopted a differ-
ent course from their French brethren was not 
due in any. degree to the conduct of their 
rulers, but chiefly to difference of tempera-
ment. T h e Englishman is law-abiding, even 
when, to use Charles Dickens' admirable 
phrase the law has become illegal. There 
were riots from time to time, but, considering 
the circumstances, they were remarkably few 
and free from excessive violence. In 1811, 
there were the Luddite riots, directed against 
machinery. In 1819 the Manchester massacre 
occurred, and in 1820 the Cato Street con-
spiracy. These were the chief outbreaks. T h e 
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efforts for lawful reform were however per-
sistent. T h e abolition of the Slave-trade, 
already alluded to, was an early token that 
the spirit of freedom was abroad. T h e right 
of the people to be represented in Parliament 
was strongly urged, although not secured until 
1832, and Wil l iam Huskisson began the free-
trade movement in 1823. 
Mr. Froude, who has a whimsical way of 
extolling the most evil periods of our history, 
has described the England of the Regency as 
"devoutly religious." People then were set on 
practical religion and did not think it " worth 
while to waste time over questions which had 
no bearing on conduct." "Chris t iani ty had 
wrought itself into the constitution of their 
natures." Evidently the common people of 
the time did not know this, and the treatment 
to which they were subjected proved to them 
that, if they did not help themselves, nothing 
could be hoped from their superiors, and 
accordingly their rising discontent was more 
than justiiied. 
Liverpool, always active in elections, felt 
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to the full the prevailing influences, bat its 
Tory ism was too deeply rooted to be des-
troyed. I t was driven back for the moment in 
1806 when Roscoe was sent to P a r l i a m e n t -
just when, curiously enough, the one reform to 
which, as it believed, its interest was opposed, 
was about to be effected- Its regular members 
were General Gascoyne and Colonel Tarleton. 
T h e former had represented the town since 
1796, the latter six years longer. W h a t kind 
of representatives they had proved themselves 
to be it is difficult at this distance of t ime to 
determine. " T h e Old S t a g e r " (Rev. James 
Aspinall), w h o wrote of the Liverpool of that 
period, has described General Gascoyne as " a 
remarkable instance of how little is required 
to make a legislator," and as " a man of 
intense selfishness," whose " highest attribute 
was a species of cunning." H e was popu-
larly known as " C u n n i n g I s a a c . " T h e same 
authority had no higher opinion of Colonel 
Tarleton as a representative, for " he had 
not one point of the statesman in his whole 
character," but thought much better of him as 
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a man. He had distinguished himself in the 
American W a r . Both Gascoyne and Tarleton 
were Tories, but they belonged to different 
schools, or perhaps it would be more strictly 
accurate to say they belonged to different 
colours. Gascoyne was a Blue, Tarleton a 
Green. Tarleton, who was displaced in 1806 
by Roscoe, secured his seat again the follow-
ing year but, in 1812, was finally rejected by 
the leaders of his party to make room for 
George Canning. He died in 1833. 
Mr. John Bridge Aspinall must have 
thought better than his son did of Genera! 
Gascoyne, or he valued Tory principles highly 
enough to prefer an inferior representative of 
them to a good man who held them not. At 
any rate he proved himself a consistent sup-
porter of the Blue candidate. On several 
occasions his house in Duke Street was used 
as Gascoyne's head quarters. In 1812 he was 
Gascoyne's nominator. Of course he was a 
target for squib-makers. H e figured as " P u t t y 
and L e a d " and " Leadenhead," references pro-
bably to a branch of his business rather than 
48 THE ASPINALLS IN LIVERPOOL. 
to his actual physical or mental attributes. 
Election squibs were occasionally clever but, 
as a rule, offensively personal and coarse. In 
these more seemly days, when to throw a 
handful of flour or a biscuit at a candidate is 
an " outrage " sufficient to stir the indignation 
of the whole country, and nobody excepting 
Orangemen and their hereditary enemies even 
think of breaking heads, it is difficult to 
understand the tumult of an election when the 
present century was new. Now, elections are 
under a law which assumes every candidate to 
be a rascal at heart, so elaborate are its safe-
guards and arduous its restraints. Then, to 
mob a candidate vras a joke and to create a 
riot and attribute it to the opposite party, a 
stroke of policy. Drunkenness was supreme 
for two or three weeks. T h e price of a vote 
was anything from a quart of ale to £100 or 
more. At the contest between Ewart and 
Denison (afterwards Speaker), which took 
place in 1830, the bribery on both sides was 
more than ordinarily flagrant, so flagrant that 
when Ewart was elected, his opponent did 
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not venture to petition against him. Others 
however petitioned and he was unseated; with 
the result that on the next occasion both 
these men were returned, to the exclusion of 
Gascoyne, who thus finally disappeared from 
public life with the old, unreformed, corrupt 
system of which he formed a part. One of his 
last public acts was to move the rejection of 
the Reform Bill in the Parliament of 1830. 
Yet then, quite as much as now, platform 
and press declaimed about "glorious causes," 
" p u r i t y of election," " f r e e d o m " and " i n d e -
pendence;" and no doubt the worthy freeman, 
while pocketing his bribe, felt a glow of pride 
as an important factor in saving the con-
stitution or advancing civilisation. Here is 
a moving appeal made " to all independent, 
honest and well-disposed f r e e m e n " at the 
election of 1806:—'"I f you have any regard 
for your G o d ; if you have any regard for 
your K i n g ; if you have any regard for your 
country; if you have any regard for your 
native town and its prosperity; if you have 
any regard for your wives and your innocent 
E 
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helpless little ones : vote for General Tarleton 
who so ably supported the African trade and 
the commercial interests of Liverpool." On 
this occasion the 2345 independent and honest 
freemen cost the three candidates upwards of 
At a later election, that of 1812, we find 
Mr. John Bridge Aspinall himself exhorting 
the freemen to "persevere firmly but peace-
ably in the glorious cause you have under-
taken, and doubt not for a moment of your 
ultimate triumph in support of your country, 
your religion and your laws." T h e " glorious 
c a u s e " was the election of Canning and 
Gascoyne! 
A full-length portrait of Mr. John Bridge 
Aspinall, presented to the town by Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall, his grandson, now hangs in the 
T o w n Hall. 
In 1834-35 the Mayor's chair was again 
occupied by a member of the family of Aspi-
nall. This was James Aspinall, and he was 
the last mayor of the town under the old 
system of election by the burgesses. He was 
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a notable man in his day. He had the bodily 
proportions of a giant, and weighed it is said 
twenty-four stones. "Mr. James Stonehouse 
describes him as " singularly handsome, while 
his manners were exceedingly pleasant, kindly 
and courteous to all who had intercourse with 
him. H e was always well and fashionably 
dressed." This regard for his personal ap-
pearance, together with his enormous size, 
doubtless explains the title of " the double 
dandy," by which he was known. In 1832 he 
and the late Mr. Robertson Gladstone (bro-
ther of the statesman) were mayor's bailiffs 
and the latter being over six feet in height, it 
was jokingly said the mayor was supported by 
the length and breadth of the Corporation. 
During Mr. Aspinall's mayoralty a disturbance 
arose between the Orangemen and Catholics. 
As soon as word of it was brought to the 
Town Hall, Mr. Aspinall went himself to the 
spot and, shouldering his way among the 
rioters, ordered the men to go about their 
business and the women to go home and mind 
their children, with such authority and deter-
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mination that the disturbance was ended 
without further trouble. T h e family procli-
vity for joking manifested itself in him at the 
expense of a local tailor who, having adver-
tised suits of clothes at a very low price, was 
called upon to furnish them to Mr. Aspinall 
and two of his friends, almost his equals in 
bulk. 
As seen with modern eyes, that was a 
curious Liverpool—^yet not totally unlike the 
Liverpool of to-day—in which the Aspinalls 
first became prominent citizens. There was 
less comfort than we enjoy, and perhaps more 
solidity than prevails to-day. T h e merchants 
assembled daily at " high ' c h a n g e " as they 
assemble n o w ; only the articles of merchan-
dise which they traded were not quite the 
same and their meeting place was at the front 
of the Town-hall in Castle Street—a narrow 
street then—instead of at the back on the 
spacious ilags and in the commodious news-
room. They were more dignified in their 
dress and manners than their successors. F o r 
one thing, they did their business themselves 
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and now it is often relegated to young clerks. 
F o r another, the electric telegraph and gam-
bling in " f u t u r e s " were unknown. In the 
river below, whose waves washed the walls of 
the tower at the foot of Water Street, the 
ships riding at anchor were not larger than 
our coasting vessels. W e may suppose some 
of them were outward bound for Africa, wait-
ing only until their captains had received their 
sailing orders, the crew already on board and 
probably, for the most part, in a state of 
drunken stupor. But crews in these days are 
not always sober when they go to sea, al-
though the conditions of the voyage are not 
now such that men must be partly deprived of 
their senses to induce them to ship. One out 
of every five who went on that African voyage 
must not hope to reach home again. Amuse-
ments were not neglected in the town. There 
were theatres in Drury Lane and Williamson 
Square, and every St. Luke's Day, when the 
mayor was elected, a bear was baited by dogs 
for the delight of the populace. In summer 
there were open air concerts in the Ranelagh 
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Gardens, while on Minden Green (Leeds 
Street) the young people of the lower class 
enjoyed many a dance. The Liverpool races 
were held on Crosby Marsh. Lotteries, per-
haps, should hardly be classed among amuse-
ments, for investment in them was to many a 
very serious mat te r ; quite as serious as the 
Stock-exchange speculation which has taken 
their place. For the rest, the liquor traffic was 
already exercising the minds of the authorities. 
Spirituous liquors and coffee were not to be 
sold during the hours of divine service on 
Sunday and, with the exception of travellers, 
persons were not to remain in ale houses 
" after nine o'clock strikes " during the sum-
mer months and " after eight o'clock strikes " 
during the winter season. Moreover trades-
men were ordered to discontinue the " per-
nicious pract ice" of paying wages in public 
houses. 
When the " Old Stager" was a boy, living 
at his father's house in Duke Street, he may 
have met his little neighbour, Felicia Browne, 
who was to become the Mrs. Hemans known 
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to fame. Doubtless he knew something of 
poor Bellingham (whose wife was the chief 
partner in the dressmaking and millinery 
establishment of Bellingham & Stevens in 
Duke Street) w h o in 1811 in a fit of frenzy 
shot Mr. Perceval, the prime minister, in the 
lobby of the House of Commons. Later , the 
boy Arthur Hugh, one of the four children of 
James Butler Clough, cotton merchant, of 
No. 5 Rodney Street, would be quite likely to 
cross his path. Near neighbours they were 
but, being in a different orbit, they passed and 
did not meet. 
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C H A P T E R I I I . 
P A R E N T A G E AND E A R L Y L I F E . 
As a rule, the leading members of the family 
of Aspinall have been men of action, not 
specially interested in literature. T h e father 
of Mr. Clarke Aspinall—the Rev. James 
Aspinal l—was an exception. He was a man 
of letters as well as a man of action. In 
Liverpool he was as well known as his name-
sake, who was the Mayor in 1835, but for 
different reasons. On reference to the Dic-
tionary of National Biography, I find he vras 
the one member of the family who, when the 
volume which contains his name was pub-
lished, was esteemed worthy of a place in 
its pages. H e was an active man and eloquent 
preacher, with a strong taste for letters. T h e 
series of sketches on Liverpool a few Years Since 
appeared originally in the columns of the 
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Liverpool Albion newspaper. In book form it 
ran into three editions, the first published in 
1852, the second in 1869, and the third in 
1885. I t is witty and humorous and well filled 
with keen observations of men and manners. 
T o the second edition Mr. C larke Aspinall 
contributed the fol lowing short preface, inter-
esting as an estimate of his father's character 
and career, and also as nearly the only piece 
of literary work Mr. Clarke Aspinall ever did. 
" In the year 1852, Liverpool a few Years 
Since, by " A n O l d S t a g e r , " was republished 
in ' a more abiding f o r m ' than it had previously 
assumed in the columns of the Liverpool Albion. 
T h e little book sold off rapidly, notwithstand-
ing its being somewhat expensive, as compared 
with the wonderfully cheap publications of the 
day, and it is now out of print. I t has many a 
t ime and oft been suggested that a further and 
cheaper issue would be acceptable to the 
Liverpool public. T h e publisher has, there-
fore, assumed the responsibility of the present 
issue; and, learning that such w a s his inten-
tion, I have ventured to ' p r e f a c e ' the original 
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preface by a word or two in explanation of the 
circumstances and surroundings under which 
the Author penned these sketches. 
" It is scarcely imparting information, to 
make known the simple truth that the ' Old 
S t a g e r ' in question was none other than the 
late Rev. James Aspinall, M.A., Oxon, at one 
time Incumbent of St. Michael's Church, and 
more recently officiating at St. Luke's, and 
afterwards transferred to the Crown Rectory 
of Althorpe in Lincolnshire, where he con-
tinued to reside until his death in 1861. T h e 
' Old S t a g e r ' was always a man of great 
activity of mind and body, and could never be 
idle. Every moment of his time was turned 
to some account; and thus the very remote 
sphere of his parochial and magisterial duties 
in Lincolnshire never induced the slightest 
dulness or discontent. W i t h a Church, and a 
Chapel of Ease three or four miles off, to 
serve, and with a tolerably large parish to care 
for, the ' Old Stager ' was not without con-
siderable clerical duty ; and, added to this, he 
most unwillingly undertook the responsibilities 
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of the magisterial office. Notwithstanding the 
avocations thus indicated, time was always 
found for literary pursuits, for receiving and 
imparting knowledge, for refreshing and re-
newing his powers of mind, in order to the 
successful communication, either by voice or 
pen, of his thoughts and ideas to his neigh-
bours and to the general public. Amid the 
many written utterances of the ' Old Stager 's ' 
ready and comprehensive mind, we must enu-
merate these notes upon men and things in our 
good old town, penned with very considerable 
pleasure to their writer, as being the jottings 
down of his own personal experiences and 
recollections of a place and of a people very 
deeply rooted in the affections of this true son 
of Liverpool. 
" W e well remember the bright and genial 
countenance of the ' Old Stager,' as he thought 
aloud upon his old and early associations. 
Liverpool was his home, as against all other 
homes. His father had been its chief magis-
trate so long ago as 1803. His sons, or some 
of them, had adopted it as their abiding place; 
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and thus, for several generations, this thriving 
community seemed to the ' Old Stager ' to 
smile upon him and upon his belongings, and 
as a consequence, not at all unnatural, the 
' Old Stager ' felt a devotion to the town, and 
towards its inhabitants, which kept it and 
them ever in his grateful remembrance." 
T h e Rev. James Aspinall's first curacy is 
stated to have been at a village in Cheshire, 
some fifteen miles from Manchester.* Then 
he went to Rochdale, where he resided for five 
years, coming, during that time, much in con-
tact with the workmen of the Radical town. 
There he imbibed free trade and other pro-
gressive ideas, which afterwards he advocated, 
under the leadership of Cobden and Bright, in 
the press and on the platform. In 1826 St. 
Michael's Church, Pitt Street, Liverpool, was 
opened, and he returned to his native town as 
its " Chaplain," not, as his son says, as In-
cumbent. T h e Incumbent at that time was 
the Rev. Ambrose Dawson, B . D . In 1831 he 
• Dicihnary of National Biography. The name of the place 
is not given, and I have not succeeded in tracing it. 
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received the Incumbency of the new Corpora-
tion Church of St. Luke, at the top of Bold 
Street. In 1840 Viscount Melbourne gave 
him the Crown living of Althorpe, in Lincoln-
shire, where he spent the remainder of his 
days. For many years he was domestic 
Chaplain to the present Lord Clonbrock. H e 
was a Justice of the Peace for Lincolnshire. 
His second wife was Annie, widow of W . 
Hunter, Esq., of Ings, East Butterwick. He 
was married to her on the 17th of January, 
1861, and died on the 15th of the following 
month. 
T h e Rev. James Aspinall's first wife was 
Harriet Lake, one of the eighteen children of 
Wilham Charles Lake, merchant, of Liver-
pool. Edward Lake was created a baronet by 
Charles I for bravery at Edge Hill. T h e 
descendants of his younger brother, John, 
migrated to South Carolina, where they 
settled, and where Will iam Charles Lake was 
born. He married Miss Orange, of Norfolk, 
Virginia, and removed to Liverpool after the 
war of Independence, as he was a Royalist. 
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He amassed a large fortune, had estates in 
Jamaica, and owned property at New Ferry, 
including the ferry itself. In 1799 he was 
Mayor's Bailiff. He resided in Duke Street, 
where he was a near neighbour of the Aspi-
nalls, and afterwards in Rose Place. He then 
removed to the Birkenhead Priory, and ulti-
mately retired to Castle Godwin, in Glou-
cestershire, where he died in 1836, at the age 
of 84. 
One of William Charles Lake's sons resided 
for some time at New Ferry, and continued 
his father's business in Liverpool for a num-
ber of years. Another son was an officer in 
the 3rd Guards at Waterloo, and the father of 
Colonel Lake and of the present Dean of 
Durham—cousins of Mr. Clarke Aspinall. 
T h e children of the Rev. James Aspinall 
were eight in number, five sons and three 
daughters: John Bridge, Athelstan Maurice, 
Harriet, Clara, Dudley Lake, Clarke, Butler 
Cole, Emily Ann. John Bridge was named 
after his grandfather, Harriet after her mother, 
Butler Cole after a friend and neighbour. 
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Clarke was named after a former Recorder 
of Liverpool, James Clarke, for whom the 
Rev. James Aspinall must have had higher 
regard as a man than as a lawyer, for he said 
of h i m " W e never thought him crashed 
down by the weight of legal lore which he 
carried. But he was a man given to books, 
and had learned much from them. A pleasant 
man in a party, too, he was, abounding in 
anecdote and the passing stories of the day." 
He credited him with much shrewdness and 
knowledge of the world, but told this story at 
his expense:— 
" A huge sailor and a small boy were being 
tried for stealing an immense piece of cable. 
The sailor threw it all on the boy, and the 
Recorder, believing him, was charging the jury 
to the same effect, when one of them rising, 
and hitching up his trousers, commenced, 
'But , Mr. Recorder ! ' This was too much. 
Mr. Recorder, electrified with indignation at 
being so interrupted, looked his best thunder-
bolts at the remonstrant, who still, however, 
kept sturdily on his legs, muttering protests 
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against the opinion of the bench. The spec-
tators became excited and amused at such an 
unusual scene, and a titter went round the 
court. This only added fuel to the fire, and 
Mr. Recorder made another attempt to silence 
his persevering assailant. ' I tell you,' he 
exclaimed, ' that from the evidence, the boy 
must have been the culprit who carried off the 
cable; and the law says so, and I say so.' 
But the obdurate juryman had not yet done. 
He instantly answered, ' But, Mr. Recorder, I 
do not know what you and the law may tell 
me, but common sense tells me that that boy 
couid not even lift that piece of cable from 
the ground, much less run away with it.' "* 
Of the Rev. James Aspinall's sons, the 
eldest, John Bridge, was called to the bar and 
became Recorder of Liverpool. He died in 
1886. Dudley Lake took orders in the Church. 
Butler Cole, after serving for a time on the 
staff of the Morning Post, emigrated to the 
Australian colonies, practised as a barrister, 
entered the Legislature, and became Attorney-
* Livtrpool a few Years Sifue. 
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General for Victoria. His sister Clara spent 
three years in Melbourne and, on her return, 
published an entertaining little volume, re-
counting her experiences.* T h i s was dedi-
cated " t o her brother in Australia, in remem-
brance of his more than brotherly kindness." 
T h e members of the family w h o survive are 
Athelstan, Clara, now Mrs. Turner, and E m i l y , 
now Mrs. Hill. At his father's house in Bed-
ford Street, Liverpool, now Bedford Street 
North, the house at the corner of Abercromby 
Square, Clarke Aspinall was born on the 2nd of 
December, 1827. H i s juvenile career does not 
seem to have been eventful ; at any rate no 
striking sayings or doings have been preserved. 
T h a t he was fond of rabbits does not distin-
guish him much from other boys. One of his 
schoolfellows remembers him when he w a s 
about thirteen as a " t a l l , pleasant looking, very 
intelligent and manly b o y , " and recalls the 
circumstance that, when a juvenile charitable 
society had been formed, he made eager and 
searching inquiries about it and its mode of 
' Three Years in Melbourne, by Clara Aspinall. London: 1862. 
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working, being especially anxious to ascertain 
how far it was likely to be of real, practical 
help to the poor. His school education began 
under the guidance of Mr. Charles Frederick 
Salt, who had a " Classical Academy " in Mul-
berry Street, Liverpool; was continued at the 
Liverpool Institute, and completed, after the 
removal of the family to Lincolnshire, under a 
private tutor there. He was not so universally 
popular at school as he was afterwards. Some 
of his companions thought him overbearing 
and uncompanionable. Doubtless he was 
eclectic in his companionship, and probably 
he was self-willed. W e may well believe that 
in boyhood, as in manhood, he had a way of 
his own from which he was not easily turned 
aside by persuasion, argument or coercion. 
Suave as he v/as in manner in later years, and 
really anxious to please those with whom he 
had to work, there was yet in his character 
an inflexibility, amounting even to rigidness, 
which, in childhood, when tact was unde-
veloped, would suffice to prevent him from 
becoming a general favourite. He couid co-
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operate only within certain limits which in 
the course of time he learned to know and 
confine himself to. H e could not submit to 
leadership. In all his useful work, if he did 
not himself lead, he certainly did not follow. 
H e could not abandon himself. He could not 
sink his personality and become one of a 
number. His individuality was too strong for 
that. He was readily approachable to a point, 
but beyond that point no one might come. H e 
would allow no liberties. W h a t was afterwards 
sometimes called his "magisterial m a n n e r " 
would be sure, in the undeveloped schoolboy, 
to make him uncompanionable. A few chosen 
friends he had, no doubt, and they would love 
and admire him greatly, but only a few. 
T h e eldest brother having been destined for 
the bar, the other branch of the legal profes-
sion was chosen for Clarke, who, accordingly, 
was articled to an attorney in Doncaster. 
Then he returned to Liverpool to take the 
position of managing clerk for Duncan, 
Squarey & Duncan. He remained with them 
until 1852, when, in partnership with Mr. 
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Henry Fenwick, he commenced business 
under the style of Fenwick & Aspinall. T h e 
office was at No. 17 Exchange Alley North. 
A dissolution of partnership followed, and Mr. 
Aspinall continued to practice alone until 
i860, when the firm of Aspinall & Bird was 
established. Mr. Edward W . Bird had en-
tered the office of Duncan, Squarey & Duncan 
in November, 1851, a few months before Mr. 
Aspinall left. Then it was that an acquaint-
ance began which ripened into a lifelong 
friendship. T h e firm of Aspinall & Bird was 
dissolved in course of time, but the names of 
the men themselves are inseparably associated. 
Of Mr. Aspinall's qualifications for the pro-
fession to which he was trained, it is not 
necessary to say much. In one direction he 
was unfitted for it. T o say he disliked routine 
and detail is not sufficient; he was totally 
incapable for them. Much of the work of 
some solicitors is, however, done in the public 
courts, and here Mr. Aspinall distinguished 
himself. As a barrister he would have been 
an entire success. As it was, persons who 
72 PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE. 
needed the services he was specially able to 
render, found him out. Before Mr. Bird 
joined him, he had a large practice at the 
licensing sessions, being quite the favourite 
solicitor among the applicants for licenses. 
Meantime, on the 22nd of April, 1851, Mr. 
Clarke Aspinali had been married to Miss 
Alice Jackson Storrs, the daughter of the well-
known and highly respected Dr. Storrs, of 
Doncaster. For four years after their mar-
riage they resided at No. 3 Stanley Terrace, 
New Ferry. T h e connexion of the Lakes with 
New Ferry may have drawn Mr. Clarke Aspi-
nall's attention to a district which, as a place 
of residence for persons engaged in business 
in Liverpool, was then somewhat remote. 
From New Ferry Mr. Aspinali removed to 
Bebington, first to a house in T h e Grove and 
afterwards to Laurel Bank, which he made his 
home for the remainder of his life. 
Coming of a well-known and deservedly res-
pected family, Mr. Clarke Aspinali began life 
in Liverpool excellently recommended; but he 
was not born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 
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Whatever fortunes may have been made in 
commerce by his ancestors were taxed to pro-
vide for large families, and by the propensity 
for giving v/hich seems to have existed in 
each succeeding generation of Aspincills. Mr. 
Clarke Aspinall's father belonged to a profes-
sion which offers to a faithful man no oppor-
tunities for amassing wealth, and many for 
getting rid of it. As a consequence he had to 
depend on himself to make his way through 
the world. When he was a young man he 
strongly desired to follow his father's profes-
sion, and, for a time, took into serious con-
sideration the possibility of qualifying himself 
for a clergyman. In some ways he would 
have been an excellent clergyman, for he was 
a born preacher, and the interests of the poor 
of his parish would not have been neglected. 
The hindrance was want of means. The ex-
penditure of time and money could not be 
afforded. Marrying early, he had taken upon 
himself responsibilities which made it neces-
sary for him to continue in the profession to 
which he had been trained. Probably, in the 
74 PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE. 
long run, it was best so. Looking back on his 
actual career, we may well doubt whether, if 
he had been able to fulfil his desires, he could 
have been as useful in the world as he was. It 
is of importance for the development of a 
man's nature and for usefulness, that the busi-
ness whereby the necessary bread is earned 
should not withdraw him from his true voca-
tion, but be in the direction of his life. Had 
Mr. Aspinall been bound—as it then seemed 
likely he would be bound—to a lawyer's desk 
aJl his days, his mission must have been, in a 
measure, thwarted. Events saved him from 
this. His opportunity came and he seized it, 
thereby securing for himself a position which 
left him with more than ordinary leisure to 
devote to tasks of his own choosing. As a 
kind of voluntary minister at large he was able 
to exercise those special gifts which would 
have made a good clergyman of him, in a 
wider sphere than any parish, while he was 
left free from those details of parochial busi-
ness which must have proved irksome, if not 
impossible, to him. 
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His early marriage brought responsibilities 
and bound him down to the course which had 
been marked out for him. Yet it was a good 
step for him to take; a step which, in reality, 
made the work of his life possible. H e could 
not have fulfilled, as he did, his ever increas-
ing public engagements without allowing the 
nearer home duties to suffer from neglect, if 
his wife had not charged herself with them. 
The world too often forgets that behind con-
stant public service such as his, there neces-
sarily lies another's private, hidden service and 
sacriiice, quite as noble and heroic. There 
are women who actively and visibly share in 
their husbands' public work. W e have be-
come accustomed to women in professions 
and on the platform. When their talents lie 
that way, it is good they should be there. It 
is good that women as well as men should do 
whatever nature fitted them to do. Those 
who are qualified for public life, and therefore 
enter public life, are entitled to honour. But 
we must not fall into the error of measuring 
the value of service by its publicity. Publicity 
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is the accident, not the gauge of quality. 
Some of the noblest service rendered by men 
and women is in unnoticed ways, and much of 
the public service which wins applause de-
pends on that for its efficiency. It is impos-
sible to believe a man of Mr. Aspinall's 
temperament could have been sustained as he 
was, if he had not had the refuge of his quiet 
home. Always, after his arduous, if self-
imposed tasks, he gladly returned thither for 
whatever rest he could grant himself. Rather 
than spend a night abroad, he would travel, 
however late, even from distant places, if only 
he could reach his home a few hours before 
the next day's duties must begin. This is not 
quite all. Mrs. Aspinall, unlike her husband, 
has always been of a retiring disposition, not 
caring for the bustle of the active world or 
desiring its applause. If, however, she did not 
share his public life, she was quite as energetic 
in benevolent designs. In and around Bebing-
ton, at least, it was not Mr. Aspinall alone 
who won the blessings of the poor. 
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C H A P T E R IV. 
B E B I N G T O N . 
THE village fixed upon by Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
for his home, is a township in the Hundred of 
Wirral and lies about a mile inland on the 
Cheshire side of the Mersey, opposite the 
south end of Liverpool. It is the ancient 
centre of an extensive parish. Where the 
church of St . Andrew now stands, has been 
the site of a church ever since Saxon times. 
The present building contains Saxon arches 
and a Saxon christening font. Bebington 
itself, however, was, forty years ago, an ex-
ceedingly rural village, consisting of an ancient 
hall, farms, cottages, and an inn, with a few 
larger houses in the neighbourhood. For-
merly, it was on the high road to Chester, but 
the establishment of a new and more direct 
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road left it on one side. Although no great 
distance from Liverpool, Bebington, until the 
Birkenhead and Chester railway was opened 
in 1840, was sufficiently inaccessible to keep it 
remote. Even afterwards, for many years, the 
same thing remained true, for the railway, and 
the tramway and other conveyances which fol-
lowed, were all monopolies and therefore, of 
course, not specially designed to promote the 
public convenience. At some former time, 
this village was known as Bebington the 
Beautiful, to distinguish it from the neighbour-
ing rocky village of Higher Bebington. T h e 
older inhabitants, at least, can appreciate the 
fitness of the title, which, even to-day, in spite 
of the factory chimney which looms on one 
side and the town which encroaches on the 
other, is not inapplicable. W e l l favoured by 
nature in its climate and soil, it is good for 
both human life and plant life, and few persons 
who have lived there long, leave it without 
regret. 
Just about the time Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
settled in Bebington, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
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came to Liverpool as the American Consul, 
and, while residing in Rock Park, he was 
accustomed to take country walks in this 
direction. To know how Bebington then 
appeared to this shrewd observer and clear-
thinking man, is interesting. H e found it a 
village " with narrow streets and mean houses, 
all of brick or stone, and not standing wide 
apart from each other, as in American country 
villages, but conjoined." " In the centre of 
the vil lage" he proceeds, " w e saw a mode-
rate-sized brick house, built in imitation 
of a castle with a tower and turret, in 
which an upper and an under row of small 
cannon were mounted,—now green with moss. 
There were also battlements along the roof 
of the house, which looked as if it might 
have been built eighty or a hundred years 
ago. In the centre of it there was the 
dial of a clock, but the inner machinery 
had been removed, and the hands, hanging 
listlessly, moved to and fro in the wind. I t 
was quite a novel symbol of decay and neg-
lect. On the wall, close to the street, there 
G 
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were certain eccentric inscriptions cut into 
slabs of stone, but I could make no sense of 
them. At the end of the house opposite the 
turret we peeped through the bars of an iron 
gate and beheld a little paved court-yard, and 
at the further side of it a small piazza, beneath 
which seemed to stand the figure of a man. 
He appeared well advanced in years, and was 
dressed in a blue coat and buff breeches, with 
a white or straw hat on his head. Behold, 
too, in a kennel beside the porch, a large dog 
sitting on his hind legs, chained 1 Also, close 
beside the gateway, another man, seated in a 
kind of arbour! All these were wooden 
images ; and the whole castellated, small, vil-
lage dwelling, with the inscriptions and the 
queer statuary, was probably the whim of 
some half-crazy person, who has now, no 
doubt, been long asleep in Bebington Church-
yard. 
" T h e bell of the old church was ringing as 
we went along, and many respectable-looking 
people and cleanly dressed children were 
moving towards the sound. Soon we reached 
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the church, and I have seen nothing yet in 
England that so completely answered my idea 
of what such a thing was, as this old village 
church of Bebington. 
" It is quite a large edifice, built in the form 
of a cross, a low peaked porch in the side, 
over which, rudely cut in stone, is the date 
1300 and something. T h e steeple has ivy on 
it and looks old, old, o l d ; so does the whole 
church, though portions of it have been re-
newed, but not so as to impair the aspect of 
heavy, substantial endurance, and long, long 
decay, which may go on hundreds of years 
longer before the church is a ruin. There it 
stands, among the surrounding graves, looking 
just the same as it did in Bloody Mary's da j^; 
just as it did in Cromwell 's time. A bird (and 
perhaps many birds) had its nest in the 
steeple, and flew in and out of the loopholes 
that were opened into it. T h e stone frame-
work of the windows looked particularly old. 
" There were monuments about the church, 
some lying flat on the ground, others elevated 
on low pillars, or on cross slabs of stone, and 
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almost all looking dark, moss-grown and very 
antique. But on reading some of the inscrip-
tions, I was surprised to find them very 
recent; for, in fact, twenty years of this 
climate suffices to give as much or more anti-
quity of aspect, whether to gravestones or 
edifices, than a hundred years of our own,—so 
soon do lichens creep over the surface, so soon 
does it blacken, so soon do the edges lose their 
sharpness, so soon does Time gnaw away the 
records. T h e only really old monuments (and 
those not very old) were two, standing close 
together, and raised on low rude arches, the 
dates on which were 1684 and 1686. On one 
a cross was rudely cut into the stone. But 
there may have been hundreds older than this, 
the records on which had been quite oblit-
erated, and the stones reipoved, and the 
graves dug over anew. None of the monu-
ments commemorate people of rank; on only 
one the buried person was recorded as ' Gent. ' 
" Whi le we sat on the flat slabs resting our-
selves, several little girls, healthy-looking and 
prettily dressed enough, came into the church-
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yard, and began to talk and laugh and to skip 
merrily from one tombstone to another. They 
stared very broadly at us, and one of them, by 
and by, ran up to U. and J., and gave each of 
them a green apple, then they skipped upon 
the tombstones again, v/hile, within the 
church, we heard the singing, — sounding 
pretty much as I have heard it in our pine-
built New England meeting-houses. Mean-
time the rector had detected the voices of 
these naughty little girls, and perhaps had 
caught glimpses of them through the win-
dows; for, anon, out came the sexton, and, 
addressing himself to us, asked whether there 
had been any noise or disturbance in the 
churchyard. I should not have borne testi-
mony against these little villagers, but S. 
[Mrs. Hawthorne] was so anxious to exon-
erate our own children that she pointed out 
these poor little sinners to the sexton, who 
forthwith turned them out. He would have 
done the same to us, no doubt, had my coat 
been worse than it w a s ; but, as the matter 
stood, his demeanour was rather apologetic 
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than menacing, when he informed us that the 
rector had sent h im." * 
T h e eccentric designer of the turret, the in-
scriptions and the stone and wooden images 
was T h o m a s Francis who died in 1850, aged 
87. H e lies buried beside the eastern wall of 
the church, in a grave which he dug himself. 
His tombstone bears the legend " Labor vincit 
omnia.'" A year or two before his death he 
ordered Mr. W a l t e r , a plumber in Birkenhead 
to make leaden coffins for himself and his 
wife. Soon after they were finished his wife 
died. H e objected to pay Mr. W a l t e r ' s bill 
until the work was completed; that is, until 
the coffins were soldered up. Afterwards, 
however, he yielded the point. T h e rector 
referred to must have been the Rev. Robert 
Moseley Feilden, M.A. , who held the living 
from 1826 until his death in 1862. T h e sexton 
whom he sent to quell the disturbance in 
the churchyard was, doubtless, Mr. George 
Langley who died in 1875. 
* Passages from the English Note Books of Nathaniel Haw-
ihome-., London: 1870. 
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Bebington—apart from the church—has 
little of interest to offer to the antiquarian. 
Mr. Francis's inscriptions in the wall might 
have stirred the ardour of Mr. Pickwick but 
could hardly attract profounder students of the 
past. A short lane, peculiarly embanked with 
stones, is called the Roman road, but its claim 
to the dignified title is of extremely doubtful 
value. 
At the present day, the inhabitants are in 
the enviable position of enjoying, with the 
advantages of the country, the conveniences 
of the town. They have good roads, drainage 
on the most approved principles, gas light and 
an abundant supply of water. They are satis-
fled with the comparatively cheap manage-
ment of a Local Board while their neighbours, 
under the protection of a borough corporation, 
are obliged to pay for their more ambitious 
but hardly more efficient form of government. 
That these various advantages are destined to 
be theirs much longer they do not dare to 
h o p e ; yet they may take comfort in the fact 
that, more than half a century ago, an impres-
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sion prevailed that the neighbouring Brom-
borough Pool was about to b e c o m e the prey of 
shipbuilders w h o have not begun to invade it 
yet . 
W h a t e v e r m a y be the future of Bebington, 
it is certain the names of at least t w o of its 
c i t i z e n s — M r . Clarke Aspinall and his friend 
and near neighbour Mr. Joseph M a y e r — w i l l 
long be held in remembrance. T o Mr. M a y e r 
more than to anyone else, the material pro-
gress of the place is due. H e w a s born at 
Newcast le-under-Lyne in 1801. As a silver-
smith in Liverpool he amassed a considerable 
fortune, a large portion of w h i c h he spent in 
E g y p t i a n and other collections. A s a student 
of history and a r c h e o l o g y he is f a m o u s ; his 
private beneficence can only be guessed at. 
O n his tomb in the parish churchyard it is 
recorded, with a modest simplicity worthy of 
the man himself, that " H e strove to enrich in 
history, letters and art , the town of his birth, 
the city where he lived, the village where he 
died." Liverpool owes to him the magnif icent 
collection in its Museum, which bears his 
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name. In his will he gave that city the oppor-
tunity of securing by purchase his own splen-
did private collection; but, with that fatal 
incapacity for doing anything great, which 
seems to attach to ail government, imperial 
and local, the opportunity was lost. It is 
hardly necessary to say that, in this instance, 
the Corporation of Liverpool was not influ-
enced by any sympathy with Mr. Herbert 
Spencer's views on government functions. It 
simply did not aspire to spend the money of 
the ratepayers on anything better than muni-
cipal banquets or decorations for a royal visit. 
T h e annals of a village seem trivial to the 
dwellers in a town. It may be that they are 
not a whit more trivial than the annals of the 
t o w n ; but they are more simple. T h e local 
concert, the tea-party, the occasional lecture 
have an importance of their o w n ; while 
amateur theatricals or the flower-show or fSte 
is an event to be looked forward to and back 
upon for weeks. In different villages, however, 
village life varies very much. There are the 
dull village, the sociable village, the exclusive 
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and class-divided village. In one, public spirit 
is active, the roads are clean, the houses well-
ordered, the inhabitants have interests in com-
mon and look after them. In another, are the 
evidences of sloth, indifference and neglect. 
W h a t the character of any village shall be, 
depends mainly on the disposition of one or 
two of the leading inhabitants, perhaps of the 
clergyman or the squire or some land owner 
or prosperous farmer or energetic private 
person. 
W h e n Mr. Mayer settled in Bebington he 
quickly inspired it with his own friendly and 
public spirit, and enriched it with his gifts. 
Every movement for brightening life and en-
larging the mind had his cordial concurrence. 
He organised a local company of volunteers, 
and acted as its captain for several years. A 
horticultural society and cottagers' allotment 
gardens were formed at his instance. T h e 
annual flower show was one of the pleasantest 
festivals of the year until he died, when there 
was no one to maintain it. He was on the 
committee of clubs for recreation—bowling, 
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cricket, quoiting, football. Athletic sports 
took place each summer, while penny readings 
and other indoor entertainments helped to 
brighten the winter evenings. W h e n funds 
were needed for the village hospital he ar-
ranged an excellent loan exhibition of paint-
ings and art treasures and so, in providing the 
money, secured an elevating form of enjoy-
ment for those who gave it. On the last day 
of 1863 the introduction of gas and water into 
the township gave occasion for a joyful pro-
cession and a dinner. He was concerned in 
the establishment of the Local Board a few 
months earlier ; became its chairman and pre-
sented it with its seal—an artistic piece of 
work, of his own designing, the head of silver, 
the handle of carved ivory. No suitable rea-
son or excuse for a local celebration, calcu-
lated to make the people happy and draw 
them more cordially together, was ever missed 
by him. Whi le he was in the village a spirit 
of good fellowship prevailed, greater than ever 
before or since. T o meet this man of fine and 
dignified presence and kindly voice and coun-
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tenance in the lanes or in the park was a 
pleasure in itself. 
Mr. Mayer's crowning gift to Bebington was 
the Library, with its Library walks or park. 
At first that library was opened in a house 
hired for the purpose, the identical house 
already alluded to where the eccentric Mr. 
Francis had lived. As soon, however, as Mr. 
Mayer saw that the institution was appreci-
ated, he erected a new and commodious 
building, with an assembly room hard by, 
and dedicated these, together with the ex-
tensive piece of land behind, which he 
laid out and planted, to the use of the 
neighbourhood. T h e handsome avenue of 
chesnut trees he called " D i c k e n s A v e n u e " 
in honour of one for whom he had an 
enthusiastic regard. T h e library, buildings 
and grounds were under his personal super-
vision and were supported at his own expense 
until his death in 1886, when, by his will, they 
became vested in trustees of which Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall was one, with an endowment, for the 
use of the township. His way of doing good 
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deeds was delicate and gracious. In his own 
goodness of heart he acted on the assumption 
(not always warranted) that others were actu-
ated by worthy desires. His continual aim 
was to open out opportunities for human en-
largement. Those whom he benefited he 
regarded as his friends, and one of his many 
graceful customs was to attend from time to 
time personally in the library and give little 
bouquets of flowers to the book-borrowers as 
they came. 
T h e desire to benefit his fellow creatures 
was as strong in Mr. Clarke Aspinall as in Mr. 
Mayer. In a great number of local efforts 
they acted together. Mr. Aspinall, as well as 
Mr. Mayer, took a keen interest in the Volun-
teer movement, although only from the outside. 
Intensely patriotic and loyul, he naturally 
regarded an organisation for the defence of his 
country with approval and sympathy. He was 
usually present at the public meetings held in 
connexion with the Bebington corps. W h e n 
the company was enrolled he remarked in the 
course of a speech that " Whatever Mr. Mayer 
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takes in hand he does well, and that is the 
reason why we put him in the van whenever 
anything useful is to be accomphshed." At 
the first reunion held a year later, he discussed 
the Volunteer movement generally, and the 
formation of the Bebington company in par-
ticular, with characteristic wit and friendly 
compliment. " T h e English," he said, " are a 
peaceful people, but at the same t i p e they are 
the best fighters in creation, when necessity 
arises. It is perfectly true, that, when the 
Volunteer movement was originated in this 
country, it did not receive that approbation 
and encouragement to which it was entitled, 
from the powers that be. But now, what do 
we see ? W e see one of the finest spectacles 
that any country could possibly present. W e 
see a magnificent volunteer force throughout 
the length and breadth of the land—men 
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture 
and commerce, yet ready and willing, nay 
anxious, to take part in drill and the exercise 
necessary to make them good soldiers, after 
their regular hours of labour are over. This is 
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a State of th ings for which there is reason to 
be proud and grateful . Successful as the 
movement has been throughout the land, it 
has nowhere been more successful than , if as 
successful as in Liverpool and t he Hundred 
of W i r r a l ; and I am bound to say tha t it 
has no t been more successful anywhere t h a n 
in t he township of Lower Bebington. I t is 
quite t rue tha t our first-born—born in a 
t ime of excitement and not properly cared 
for—possibly killed, as first-borns sometimes 
are by kindness and over-at tention — was 
no t a heal thy specimen and tha t it soon 
ceased to be a corps and became a corpse. 
But what of tha t ? A revival has taken 
place and we have now in Lower Bebing-
ton, thanks to wha t I may te rm the muni-
ficent conduct of our host , Capta in Mayer, 
and to the energy of the officers associated 
with him, and though last, not least, to the 
patr iot ism, the energy, the pluck and the good 
sense of the young men of Bebington, a corps 
which does credit to all par t ies concerned." 
W e may be sure the hearers were by this 
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speech put into good humour with themselves 
and with the speaker. It was Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall's way thus to please his hearers by 
giving them occasion to think well of them-
selves. On this account he was sometimes 
accused of flattery, but his method was not 
to flatter but simply to make the best aspect 
prominent, and leave detraction and adverse 
criticism even if they were possible, unspoken, 
or, if they must be spoken, to speak them in a 
manner void of offence. 
To this and other movements of which Mr. 
Mayer was the leader, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was 
able to give a general, and as far as it went, an 
entirely hearty and useful support. Neverthe-
less, his own particular interests, where he 
could himself lead and not merely support, lay 
elsewhere. Mr. Mayer engaged himself in pro-
moting the general welfare, while Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall directed his attention more to par-
ticular instances. If we may call Mr. Mayer 
a civilizer and enlightener, we would say of 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall that he was a missionary. 
He was not in the least degree a pessimist. 
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On the contrary he was a man whose prevail-
ing tendency was to hope all things. Y e t he 
had a keen eye for the sin and misery in the 
world and a keen desire to do something to 
alleviate it. Hence his efforts centred less 
round a desire to promote the " joy of earth " 
(although truly he always rejoiced with those 
who did rejoice) than to relieve the sorrow 
of it. Possibly he had less confidence than 
Mr. Mayer in the inherent worthiness of man-
kind. A t anyrate he was not satisfied simply 
to give men and women opportunities and 
leave it to themselves to use them. Had his 
mind been of a literary cast, he might have 
been more fully alive to the uses of mental 
enlargement, which those opportunities were 
intended to make possible. It must be ad-
mitted that, practically, he did not place any 
great value on education. B y education here, 
I do not mean such instruction as children get 
in board schools; many besides Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall place little value on that, as a way to 
enlightenment. I mean the enlarging and 
developing influences which spring from intel-
H 
98 BEBINGTON. 
ligent contact with nature, works of art and 
books. For the promotion of human well-
being he preferred the didactic method, for he 
was, by natural constitution, a preacher. 
In his own village Mr. Clarke Aspinall had 
scope for his special talent. He was an ener-
getic worker in connexion with the Church. 
Unfortunately for him he, a pronounced Evan-
gelical, found himself associated with a parish 
distinctly and increasingly tending to be 
" High." T h i s troubled him ; and he spoke 
with some bitterness of those steady encroach-
ments Rome-ward (as he supposed) which he 
was called to witness year by year. Neverthe-
less, he was too thoroughly a Churchman to 
formally dissent, on account of personal pre-
ferences. from anything the Church recognised 
as lawful ; and as the rector of his parish was 
a man whose fidelity to what he deemed right 
was above question, he vras able, despite all 
differences of opinion, to throw himself into 
the work with his accustomed zeal. He acted 
as vicar's warden from 1855 onward until his 
death. No church gathering, from a mission-
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ary conference to a mothers' tea meeting, was 
complete unless he was present. The provi-
dent society, the temperance society, the 
penny bank, the Church Institute, the Cathe-
dral Restoration Fund, must all have him on 
their committee, if not as their treasurer. He 
was no merely ornamental committee-man. 
When he took such an office he worked in it. 
When he was the treasurer for anything, it is 
to be feared that, as he was careless in 
accounts, he usually paid out more than 
he received. Each Sunday afternoon with 
scarcely any intermission, for nearly a quarter 
of a century, he conducted service in a mis-
sion room at Storeton ; and often, in addition, 
he preached at Primrose Hili or Brimstage or 
addressed the boys on board one or another of 
the training-ships in the river. The work of 
this description which he did in his own 
parish was enough, one would think, to occupy 
all the hours, not given to business, of a very 
active man's life. Yet we shall see, presently, 
that it represented only a small portion of his 
total activity. 
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Mr. Clarke Aspinall's service to his parish 
was not confined to these public efforts. It 
was a matter of principle with his family not 
to go beyond the village for any commodity or 
work which the village could supply. W h e n 
there was a wedding in the family or any 
other occasion for rejoicing, neighbours and 
friends of all classes and ages were invited to 
join the festival. At other times too, regu-
larly for a number of years, Mr. and Mrs. 
Aspinall were accustomed to entertain the 
church choir, or the volunteers, or some other 
section of the community. T h e private 
charity exercised by Mr. Aspinall himself and 
by the members of his family was profuse and 
constant. His especial interest in things 
charitable was centred in what may be termed 
his own parishioners, namely the poor of 
Storeton. There was a tea-shop at Woodside 
Ferry where he called, habitually, to fill his 
pockets with small parcels of tea and cocoa, 
for distribution among them. If he attended 
a bazaar, he would make purchases for the 
same purpose. He would help one cottager 
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by buying his eggs or fruit and another by 
giving the eggs and fruit away. T h a t his 
lavish generosity was sometimes misappHed is 
probable enough, but, if lavish, it was not 
careless or indiscriminate. He gave accord-
ing to system—a system of his own. His 
kindness of heart prompted him to give, and 
to take some trouble in giving. He did not 
give to everyone who asked ; indeed he rather 
resented applications for aid. And he did not 
give, as some people do, as a salve to con-
science. Giving was to him at once a pleasure 
and a responsible duty. 
It took a long time for those with whom 
and for whom he worked to understand how 
valuable and disinterested his service really 
was. Tokens of appreciation were precious 
to him and they came too seldom ; but as they 
were not what he worked for, the absence of 
them did not cause him to relax his efforts. 
As time went on, his work was increasingly 
recognised and acknowledged in words of 
thanks and admiration and, occasionally, in 
gifts. T h e most interesting occasion of this 
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kind was when a piece of plate—a silver tray 
with aa inscription bearing 214 names—was 
presented to him. T h e address was as fol-
lows : — 
" T o Clarke Aspinall Esq. 
" W e the undersigned Members of the Com-
mittee appointed by the parishioners of Beb-
ington to give effect to a resolution passed at 
the last parish vestry meeting, have now to 
request your acceptance of the Silver Tray 
which accompanies this Address. On behalf 
of the large number of friends and neighbours 
of all classes who have subscribed the money 
for its purchase we desire to accord our grate-
ful appreciation of the valuable services you 
have rendered during the long period of 25 
years as one of the Churchwardens of the 
Parish Church of St. Andrew, and our deep 
sense of the admirable manner in which the 
duties of the office, involving a great sacrifice 
of your time, and demanding frequently the 
exercise of those qualities of tact, temper and 
sound judgment which you possess in so large 
a measure, have always been performed. W e 
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feel that to your energy and unceasing care, 
the parishioners are greatly indebted for the 
efficient maintenance of our beautiful parish 
church. It is our earnest hope that you may, 
for many years to come, enjoy health and 
strength which will enable you to continue to 
give to the parish the benefit of your ability 
and experience in the office you have so long 
and worthily filled." 
On the silver waiter was this inscription : — 
" Presented to Clarke Aspinall, Esq., by a 
large number of the Parishioners of Bebington, 
as a mark of their appreciation of the valuable 
services rendered by him during the long 
period of 25 years as a Warden of St. Andrew's 
Church. 
" Bebington June 1880." 
In acknowledging the gift Mr. Clarke Aspi-
nall said : — 
" Words are not usually very scarce with 
me, but this evening I feel as though my 
vocabulary were unusually curtailed. T h e 
presentation of the beautiful address which I 
have just received would have been, in itself, a 
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life-long pleasure; but the substantiality of the 
addition made to it, appears an additional 
proof of the heartiness and sincerity of all my 
Bebington neighbours of every degree. It 
would have been difficult to fix upon a person 
more acceptable to me, from whom to receive 
the presentation, than Mr. Squarey, for my 
early days, before I was admitted to the law, 
were spent under his guidance and teaching ; 
and the friendship then originated has been 
growing and deepening, and I trust the unity 
of feeling which prevails between us will last 
until death. . . . My lirst appointment 
as churchwarden was made by that " fine old 
English gentleman," one " of the olden time," 
the late rector of Bebington, and under his 
genial guidance and almost fatherly govern-
ment, I fulfilled my functions to the best of 
my ability. Then came a change of rectors 
and I was continued as warden ; and I hope I 
have served loyally, one whom I love much. 
With regard to both the late rector, and the 
present rector, I may say that my relation-
ship has been most intimate, and on no 
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occasion have we differed. . . . It is most 
gratifying to me to know that during all these 
years my services have been well received by 
all classes of the community, and if my life is 
spared a little longer, I will continue to do my 
very best for everyone of my neighbours of 
this parish of Bebington, as well as for the 
half-million inhabitants of the great com-
mercial city on the other side of the river 
Mersey, where I was born." 
Public tokens of the estimation in which 
Mr. Aspinall was held were not frequent, but 
there was a deep, silent undercurrent of regard 
among all classes. He was a prophet not 
without honour even in his own village. On 
the contrary, however highly he might be 
esteemed elsewhere, he was esteemed still 
more highly there, where he was most inti-
mately known. 
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P U B L I C L I F E . 
AT the municipal elections of the is t of No-
vember, 1859, Mr. Clarke Aspinall contested 
St. Anne's W a r d on behalf of the Liberals. 
He described himself as an Independent can-
didate, but the contest was on distinctly 
political party lines, as, for many years, the 
municipal contests in Liverpool usually have 
been. Apart from his political complexion, 
the chief objection urged against Mr. Aspinall 
was that he was " t o o young." He was 32 
years of age, and already tolerably well known 
as a lawyer, but was without much public 
experience. His brother, Mr. John Bridge 
Aspinall, was an active worker on his behalf. 
He was supported with considerable enthu-
siasm, partly because the Liberals were eager 
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to win the seat but partly also because he 
succeeded in making himself popular with the 
electors. " He has," said the Liverpool Mer-
cury, " by his telling speeches, frank manners 
and thoroughly business-like declarations won 
his way." T h e same journal described him as 
" a reformer that there can be no mistake 
about : honest enough to be bold, and bold 
enough to be honest." However, the electors 
of that ward did not, at that time, want a 
reformer, and they preferred the Conservative 
nominee, Mr. Aspinall's opponent, Mr. Nick-
son by 366 votes to i 6 i . 
Soon after, however, Mr. J. Woodruff, a 
Councillor for Scotland Ward, was made an 
Alderman, and the Liberals again invited Mr. 
Clarke Aspinail to come forward as their can-
didate for the vacant seat. He did so and was 
opposed by Mr. Charles F . Carne, another 
unsuccessful candidate at late elections. Mr. 
Aspinail polled 469 votes and Mr. Carne 288 
votes. This was the last contest he had to 
submit to, for in 1862 and 1865, when his 
terms of office expired, he was unopposed. 
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Public opinion, in the press and elsewhere, 
was soon busy with Mr. Aspinall. He was 
not by any means a stranger. His frequent 
appearance in the licensing and other courts 
would have served to make his name familiar, 
even if it had not been so well known in 
Liverpool already. As it was, if he had never 
been heard of before, and if he had been a 
common-place person, he could not have 
passed unobserved and uncriticised, for a time 
at least. Naturally, the question was asked 
whether, as a man, he would uphold, worthily, 
the fame of his father and, as a Councillor, of 
two other members of the family; whether he 
would follow in their footsteps or strike out a 
fresh path for himself. In fact, however, he 
proved to be far from common-place and, if 
the family name obtained for him a first 
hearing, it is certain he did not depend on the 
family name for his ultimate reputation. His 
own personality was quite sufficient to secure 
continued attention both friendly and the 
reverse. That personality was too marked 
and emphatic to be disregarded. He was 
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praised and he was blamed, but never ignored 
or, for any lengthened period, left to himself. 
He did not wish to be left alone. It would 
have been totally against his inclination to sit 
still and unnoticed in a corner. His ambition, 
then, was to make a name and a place for 
himself. W h a t name and what place had yet 
to be determined. During the six years he 
was a Councillor he was, to a certain extent, 
and perhaps for the most part unconsciously, 
feeling his way. His successful candidature 
for the office of Coroner in 1867 determined, 
in a considerable measure, the course he ulti-
mately took. That appointment gave him his 
opportunity, of which he was quick to avai! 
himself. W h a t he would have become if no 
such opening had occurred—if for instance in 
1865 he had secured the Town Clerkship 
which, for a moment, he coveted,—is a sub-
ject for speculation. His philanthropic instinct 
would have found vent, no doubt, but under 
other and probably more difficult conditions. 
T h e post of T o w n Clerk could hardly have 
suited him, and he was not suited to it. His 
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deficiency in business method would have been 
an obstacle to success, and the restraints to 
which he must have been subjected as the 
servant of too many masters would have 
proved hard to bear. Probably in a few 
months or years he would have tendered his 
resignation. As it was, by the time he with-
drew from the Town Council he knew some-
thing of his strength and was not ignorant of 
his limitations: a lesson which public opinion 
in the press and elsewhere, helped him to 
learn. 
In those days the newspaper press of Liver-
pool did not offer much criticism of local 
public men, excepting when elections were in 
progress. There were four leading news-
papers, of which in this centre of Toryism, 
only one—The Courier—was tory. The Albion 
was distinguished by literary excellencc; the 
Mercury, if it had hardly maintained the char-
acter given to it by its founder, Egerton 
Smith, had still a good reputation. The Daily 
Post, with its weekly Journal, having Michael 
James Whit ty in its editorial chair, was high 
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t o n e d and dignif ied o f course , b u t mild t o a 
fault . T h e chief loca l o r g a n of c r i t i c i sm w a s 
The Porcupine, a w e e k l y j o u r n a l es tab l i shed in 
i860, under t h e edi torship of t h e late H u g h 
S h i m m i n . I t w a s fear less and c lever , i f o c c a -
sional ly coarse and h y p e r c r i t i c a l . D i r e c t a n d 
inc is ive , it w a s y e t inc l ined t o t a k e s o m e w h a t 
n a r r o w v i e w s a n d a l w a y s m o r e r e a d y t o find 
faults a n d to c e n s u r e , t h a n t o a d m i r e . I ts 
edi tor h a d h i s p r e j u d i c e s , so t h a t for s o m e 
m e n there w e r e only s a r c a s m , i n v e c t i v e and 
c o n t e m p t , a n d for o t h e r s l ittle else t h a n 
praise. O n t h e w h o l e , h o w e v e r , t h e p a p e r 
w a s c o n d u c t e d w i t h j u s t i c e a n d d iscret ion, 
and readers w h o u n d e r s t o o d i ts pecul iar i t ies 
c o u i d readi ly m a k e w h a t e v e r a l l o w a n c e w a s 
needful to r e a c h a p r e t t y c lose e s t i m a t e of t h e 
t ruth . The Porcupine o f t h o s e d a y s w a s a 
p o w e r for g o o d , for it did m u c h t o e n c o u r a g e 
publ ic spirit . I t s v o l u m e s are t h e b e s t c h r o -
nic le w e h a v e of t h e free opinion of t h e t i m e ; 
for , as t o i ts c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , t h e y w e r e not only 
not so d a r i n g b u t w e r e all, in s o m e m e a s u r e , 
o r g a n s of a pol i t ica l or rel ig ious p a r t y . 
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The first, because the most noticeable point 
to which the critics gave attention, was Mr. 
Clarke AspinaJl's propensity for making jokes. 
Long afterwards, when he was better under-
stood and his wit had become the thin cover-
ing for a serious purpose, there were still 
persons who regarded him as simply a lively 
and entertaining speaker. The Porcupine had 
much to say about his " Joe Miilerisms; " 
found fault severely with his " w e a k j o k e s " 
and on one occasion, in a fit of exceptional ill 
humour, referred to him as " light, chatty, 
flippant, given to musty and rancid jokes and 
weak reasoning." I ts advice to him was to 
" control his jocularity and become a man ; " 
and it proceeded to say " his knowledge of the 
world, used aright, will always enable him to 
give a sensible opinion and he may become 
useful to the town, but great he never will be." 
About the same time the Liverpool Daily Post, 
regarding him with more favour, described 
him as " an elegant speaker, possessed of 
considerable eloquence and much solid know-
ledge." 
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Doubtless, in those early days, Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall's wit did sometimes outrun the 
proper bounds and partly overwhelm the 
wisdom which it was its proper function to 
convey. There may have been danger that he 
would secure the reputation of being the 
facetious member of the Council, an unen-
viable position for any man of genuine ability, 
and one which would certainly have done 
great injustice to Mr. Aspinall's qualities. His 
wit being, as it was, a part of his nature, 
while it needed to be controlled, was by no 
means to be suppressed. I t was afterwards a 
great help to him in his career of usefulness. 
Even then, it is quite likely he was misjudged, 
his most noticeable characteristic being re-
garded as the most significant; and for the 
rest, time was on his side, and the solid and 
earnest nature which was beneath the spright-
liness, was sure to assert itself. When only 
another three years had passed and Mr. Aspi-
nall was being again returned to the Council, 
even The Porcupine - which in the meantime 
had itself greatly developed and improved— 
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could allude to the circumstance thus gra-
ciously : — 
" Everybody who knows Mr. Clarke Aspi-
nall—and we presume that is well nigh every-
body in the town — rejoices to find that his 
re-election is not to be opposed. W e have 
often, unfortunately very often, to differ from 
Mr. Aspinall ; but we never fail to see his 
thorough disinterestedness, his independence 
of thought, and his geniality of disposition. 
Porcupine chastens Mr. Aspinall because he 
loves him and will not have him spoiled." 
T h e speech made by Mr. Aspinall on the 
29th of June 1863, on the occasion of the 
trial trip of the Woodside ferry steamer 
" Cheshire " is exceedingly typical of his early 
manner. It will be seen that the eulogy, 
while expressed in almost extravagant terms, 
is tinctured with a little sarcasm, that the 
direct criticism is exceedingly severe, yet so 
arranged as to be not offensive, that " the 
ladies " are treated with complimentary ban-
ter, and that witty allusions occur throughout. 
T h e " Mr. Brewer Aspinall," referred to at the 
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outset, was Mr. Clarke Aspinall's second 
cousin, Mr. H . K. Aspinall, a member of the 
Birkenhead Board of Commissioners and then 
much better known than Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
himself. T h e allusion at the close was to a 
dispute then pending between Birkenhead and 
the Mersey Dock Board on the subject of 
dock accommodation. T h e toast to be pro-
posed was " Success to the Birkenhead Com-
missioners and the T o w n and Trade of 
Birkenhead." Mr. Clarke Aspinall spoke as 
f o l l o w s A t this late hour of the afternoon 
and after the magnificent oration which my 
brother King of Brentford has delivered—I 
allude to Mr. Brewer Aspinall, in contra-
distinction to myself, Mr. Nobody Aspinal l— 
I shall content myself with being practical. 
. . . A few years ago (there are no ladies 
here who can recollect the time, for, judging 
by their looks, they cannot possibly be old 
enough to do so), a few years ago, I say, 
Birkenhead consisted of nothing but natural 
advantages; but with a rapidity startling even 
in this age of wonders, it has become one of 
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the finest places in the North of England. I 
doubt not it will look upon a future perfectly 
dazzling to behold. Speaking in my official 
capacity, I am not a diplomatist like Mr. Pic-
ton, and am scarcely perhaps so well able to 
say a great deal, without saying anything at 
all. . . . Perhaps the present company can 
see little connexion between the conduct of the 
Mersey Dock Board and a lady's bonnet, but 
really the Board, as far as the Corporation of 
Liverpool are concerned, in the manner in 
which they have hitherto treated the question 
of dock accommodation, are something like 
the lady who said to her husband, when it was 
fully established that a new bonnet was re-
quired, and the ways and means came to be 
discussed, ' Oh, I have nothing on earth to do 
with how it is to be got, but I will provide the 
plan and you shall provide the money.' " 
Quite the best early criticism of Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall was one of a series of " Pen and Ink 
Portraits of Liverpool Town Council lors" 
which appeared in the pages of The Porcupine. 
The authorship of this portrait has not, so far 
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as I know, been officially acknowledged; but 
it is pretty well known who the writer was. 
H e was then a writer of position and has 
since risen to the front rank among British 
journalists. T h e judgments he has had 
occasion to pronounce, from time to time, on 
public men, have been notably j u s t ; erring, 
when they did err, because they tended to be 
" to their faults a little blind and to their virtues 
very kind." Himself candid and unsuspicious 
he habitually preferred to attribute behaviour 
to the best motive that was possible. Not-
withstanding all this, he could, when requisite, 
hit hard. In the sketch referred to, his words 
are not all unctuous. Reading it, now the 
career is over, in the light of all we know, we 
cannot but be struck with the insight it dis-
plays. W h a t this writer said in 1865 shows 
that in his study of Mr. Clarke Aspinall he 
had looked beneath the surface and seen 
there strong points and weak points, not then 
visible to everyone. It is full of interest now, 
in connexion with the history of his life, 
and as it has never been republished may, 
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with advantage, be quoted at considerable 
length. 
" Mr. Clarke Aspinall ," it begins, " is a 
favourite of ' gods,' men, and T o w n Council-
lors. His name has lately been almost as 
familiar as that of Cowper * in the Amphi-
theatre gallery. W h e n men meet him in the 
street, they rejoice — unless they are in a 
hurry. And a speech from him in the Council 
has enlivened many a dull sitting, as nothing 
else has ever been known to do. On the 
whole, therefore, Mr. Clarke Aspinall is a very 
popular man. A glance at his characteristics 
may show us what such popularity is worth. 
" T o explain Mr. Aspinall's possession of it 
is not difficult, though he has qualities and 
ways which might be expected to prevent his 
being a general favourite. For example, he 
offends almost everybody by turns, distributing 
good and bad blows without much discrimina-
tion or any partiality. Again, he is often a 
decided bore in spite of his abundant plea-
* Mr. J. C . Cowper was playing at the Amphitheatre at 
the time. 
122 PUBLIC LIFE. 
santry. Moreover, he talks to everybody, and 
his conversation is so free and general that 
no one feels it to be private, while it is often 
very unguarded in reflecting upon people who 
are sure to hear of it again. These are fail-
ings indicative of a genera! want of policy 
which it might be thought would lessen 
his popularity. But it is not easy to think 
there is any harm in Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
and there is none. His neat, youthful, almost 
boyish appearance; the radiance of his coun-
tenance ; the evident innocence of his self 
complacency; the absence of all affectation; 
the eagerness he always shows to 
smooth with compliment those he has ruffled 
with sarcasm; and the brief duration of 
venom in him,—all contribute to win friends 
and retain them. T o these characteristics 
must be added the dexterous and constant 
extension of half-public, half-private relation-
ships ; and the weakness, perhaps the non-
existence of his Liberalism. 
" But, after all, the great reason of his 
popularity is, that he is a frequent joker, 
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and, for a frequent joker, by no means a 
bad one. In almost any community a jocu-
lar man is popular in proportion to the 
belief in his good-nature; and in Liverpool, 
where there is plenty of conviviality, but 
exceeding little wit or humour, such a man 
takes a position even more favourable than he 
would elsewhere. . . . Mr. Aspinall, with-
out any appearance of literary taste or culture, 
has a mind apt at the humorous association of 
ideas, and still more apt at the humorous asso-
ciation of words. As a punster, hardly any-
one is readier; and, to do him justice, we 
venture to say he makes as many good and 
new puns as an average burlesque writer in 
full practice. Nor is his wit limited to word 
play, for he has a very shrewd perception of 
the weak points of speeches, and the weak 
points of a speaker's position on questions 
imder debate. Dreary and iterative in state-
ment, and apt, even in reply, to lengthen his 
addresses by repetition and turgid earnestness, 
Mr. Aspinall generally rewards his listeners by 
placing other speakers in a justly ridiculous 
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light. He does this with contagious abandon, 
and with many incidental jokes. Unless 
interrupted, he is never savage, and he seldom 
offends even the person whose argument he 
exposes. 
" At the same time he is often guilty of bad 
taste. Like many other very excellent and 
pure minded men, he is a little uncertain as to 
the bounds of decorum, and a little venture-
some in stooping for illustrations ; and though 
no man is more exemplary and rigid in his 
ideas of life, it would not be true to say that 
he always avoids ticklish ground or always 
treads it lightly. Another species of bad taste 
to which he is prone is fulsome compliment." 
The writer further complained that Mr. 
Clarke Aspinall's " ta lkat iveness" was a se-
rious evil; and advised that he should talk 
less and should make his serious speaking 
" less heavy, jerky and commonplace." On 
the other hand he fully recognised that Mr. 
Aspinall had " improved himself during his 
tenure of a seat in the Counci l" and bore 
witness that he " resolutely and often fear-
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lessly forms an opinion on every subject 
debated there and he often shows that degree 
of originahty which is necessary to enable a 
man to give to public discussion a new form 
and direction." Referring to Mr. Aspinall's 
attitude towards politics, the article proceeds: 
"Assuredly no man seems less likely to be 
politically in earnest and, though he is pro-
bably by conviction, on shallow grounds, a 
Palmerstonian, we should guess that he has 
no deep-seated political feeling, unless it be 
such a mistrust of that many-headed monster, 
the people, as a young solicitor and church-
warden making his way in the best society of 
a provincial city may naturally be supposed to 
cherish, whatever side of politics he may 
happen to be on. Languid Liberalism is the 
best politics in Liverpool, if a man does not 
happen to be a Tory. The Liberals are only 
too giad to find a man Liberal at ai l ; they 
freely pardon any amount of languor in him. 
While the Tories are, of course, well pleased 
to find themselves cultivated by a clever 
Liberal, especially when, as in Mr. Aspinall's 
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case, he combines a knack of making many 
friends with the appearance of never hesi-
tating to make an enemy." 
" It would, perhaps, be saying too much," 
says the writer in conclusion, " to allege that 
Mr. Aspinall obtains his popularity at the 
expense of his self-respect. H e probably res-
pects himself highly and with reason, having 
proper instincts and never violating the dic-
tates of conscience. But it is perfectly just 
to say that , with his executive skill as a 
debater, he ought to combine higher and 
broader social views ; and it is an equally legi-
timate criticism that the means by which he 
contrives not to lose the popularity his face-
tious powers obtain for him, are such as 
detract from the force and weight of his 
character." 
It is proverbially easy to be wise after the 
event ; but this criticism showed wisdom be-
forehand, for it was written at the beginning 
of Mr. Clarke Aspinall's public career, when 
his character was yet only partly formed, 
and he had done comparatively few things 
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upon which an estimate could be based. 
Under these circumstances, it was, we must 
admit, remarkably acute. That some of the 
incipient weaknesses suggested by the critic, 
instead of developing as the critic expected, 
became, in combination with other qualities, 
sources of strength in unlocked directions, is 
no detraction. Being, ostensibly, a party 
politician, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was fairly 
open to be judged as such ; but, really, he 
was no politician at all. He was urged to 
adopt broader social views. His social ideas 
deepened if they did not broaden and while 
party politics fell away, they took a firmer 
hold. His wit, which provoked so much com-
ment and some censure, was, as we now see, 
quite necessary. It was thought to constitute 
a flaw but, whether a flaw or not, it was 
ingrained in the life itself. Mr. Clarke Aspi-
nail without his wit is not conceivable. His 
jokes were no mere ornaments for public use. 
They were spontaneous utterances and be-
longed so exclusively to the . occasion that 
while they were thereby made ail the more 
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effective then, they seldom bear repetition. 
H e was quite as witty in private as he was in 
pubHc. This happy talent was of great service 
to him, for it did much to give him the 
popularity which enabled him to exercise so 
great an influence for good. 
While he was a member of the Town Coun-
cil, Mr. Clarke Aspinall threw himself into its 
affairs with his accustomed energy. No mem-
ber was more constant in his attendance at 
debates, none more active on committees. 
He spoke often and usually to the point. He 
distinguished himself as Chairman of the Fire 
Prevention Committee; and held clear, defi-
nite and always practical, never speculative, 
views on public policy. His opinions were 
not always correct. He was identified with 
measures which proved unwise, as well as with 
some which were undoubtedly judicious. But 
if he erred in judgment, he was at least dis-
interested and never sacrificed public duty to 
any private end. 
His manner and reputation in the Council 
have been already indicated. He had a way 
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of hit t ing hard all round. An opportuni ty for 
a witty point was prompt ly seized, no mat te r 
at whose expense. Yet, if he gave offence, he 
was always able to secure forgiveness; and his 
ability to enliven debates, wi thout wasting 
t ime, was a benefit freely acknowledged after 
;he had retired. H i s peculiar humour is indi-
cated in such a remark a s — " Mr. Jeffery, with 
tha t energy of character which nobody—not 
• even h imse l f—can control " — o r , when, in 
moving tha t the question of an assistant 
st ipendiary magistrate should be referred to 
t he Finance Commit tee for consideration, he 
gave as his reason tha t he did not know any 
commit tee more likely to deUherate on the 
sub j ec t ; they would assuredly come to no 
hasty decision. On one occasion he came 
into collision with the just ly respected Mr. 
William Earle who, in his old age, had, unfor-
tunately, grown querulous. Mr. Aspinall had 
been advocating the erection of a high-level 
bridge f rom the Free Library, in William 
Brown Street , when 
Mr. Earle observed tha t Mr. Aspinall went 
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on talking about " l eve l s " in this situation? 
why, there were no levels (laughter).- [Here 
Mr. Earle turned towards the lower end of t h e 
room; so as to face Mr. Aspinall and asked] 
Did Mr. Aspinall know the neighbourhood ? 
Mr. Aspinall: " It makes- me quite nervous. 
If you will look the other way "—(great laugh-
ter). 
Mr. Earle doubted whether Mr. Aspinall 
knew what he was talking about. 
Mr. Aspinall: " I shall have the right of 
reply." 
Mr. Earle: " You talk at random; you 
might be the engineer of the borough. Now, 
I don't pretend to be an engineer " 
Mr. Aspinall: " Not a civil engineer" (great 
laughter). 
When exercising his " right of reply " Mr. 
Aspinall although he was a young man and 
Mr. Earle was old, administered a severe 
rebuke to Mr. Earle for his frequent rudeness, 
which few other members, who were usually 
less genial than he was, would have ventured, 
or been able to administer. 
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T o this period belongs the following cha-
racteristic incident. T h e occasion was a mu-
nicipal dinner at which Mr. Aspinall and Mr. 
J. R . Jeffery—a useful but too officious local 
magnate of that day—were present. Mr. 
Aspinall was relating some incident which had 
taken place in 1832, when Mr. Jeffery, not 
clearly hearing the date, called out " I beg 
your pardon, what year did you s a y ? " "1832, 
the great cholera year," answered Mr. Aspi-
nall. " A n d the very year I - c a m e to Liver-
pool," remarked Mr. Jeffery. " W e l l , gentle-
men," remarked Mr. Aspinall, " t h a t is a 
curious coincidence, is it not ? It illustrates 
the well known proverb that ' misfortunes 
never come s ingly . ' " 
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C H A P T E R V I . 
CORONER AND M A G I S T R A T E . 
WHEN, by the death of Mr. Philip Finch 
Currie, the Coronership of Liverpool fell 
vacant, there v/ere, as usual, several candi-
dates for the post. So soon, however, as it 
was knovi'n that Mr. Clarke Aspinall meant to 
offer himself it was generally felt that he was 
the right man, and, before the election took 
place, all opposition had been withdrawn. 
Not only had he made himself popular with 
his fellow members but he had proved himself 
to be a man of earnest purpose and excellent 
ability. T h e appointment was made on the 
28th of August, 1867, but Mr. Aspinall had 
already, in order to conform to the law, retired 
from the Town Council. He was therefore no 
longer a member when Mr. F . A . Clint, in 
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moving his appointment, expressed the general 
feeling as fo l lows:— 
" Mr. Aspinall has efficiently served the 
town in the Council Chamber and out of it. 
His pleasant and harmless wit and humour 
enlivened many debates that would otherwise 
have proved dull and tedious ; and while he 
tickled his hearers into merriment, he never 
failed to bring to the subject before the 
Council, a rare knowledge and a clear judg-
ment. In compiittees he bestowed a steady 
and continual attention on those subjects 
which demanded care and attention. . . , 
His affable and gentlemanly demeanour, his 
invariable courtesy, his great attention to his 
duties, as well as his great acuteness and 
intelligence, are still fresh in our recollec-
tions. T h e liveliness and animation which 
then attended our deliberations suffered a 
great eclipse when he left us. . . . His 
happy fluency of speech, and his sensible and 
shrewd remarks in our various discussions, in 
which he took an active part, made him one of 
the most prominent and important members 
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of the Council. . . . His cheerfulness and 
boyish buoyancy of spirit, coming like a gleam 
of sunshine across our path, too often, alas, 
saddened and darkened by the vicissitudes 
of commercial l i fe; his unblemished private 
character, and his desire to do good to his 
fellow-creatures, constitute, I must confess, a 
strong claim on our personal regard and 
attachment. But beyond this, I believe his 
general ability, his peculiar aptitude for the 
discharge of public duty, and his inclination 
for it, and above all, his unimpeachable 
honour and integrity, render him a most 
likely person to perform the important duties 
of the coroner, with great credit to himself 
and with satisfaction to the community." 
Mr. Robertson Gladstone, that sturdy inde-
pendent, who always knew what he was 
saying and said what he meant, bore similar 
testimony, laying particular stress on Mr. 
Aspinall's philanthropy as a recommendation 
for this office. T h e legal payment of the 
Coroner was by fees, but Mr. Aspinall agreed 
to accept a fixed salary instead, which, at the 
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commencement, was to be ;f8oo a year if he 
retained his private practice and ;^l,ooo a year 
if he gave it up. 
Mr. Aspinall's unopposed election gave gen-
eral satisfaction and the choice was quickly 
and abundantly justified. His predecessor had 
been Coroner for thirty-four years but, latterly, 
his health had failed and the conduct of his 
court had become far from orderly or efficient. 
" Scenes" were too frequent as, unhappily,-
they still are in many coroners' courts. Under 
Mr. Aspinall, the authority of the court and its 
title to respect were promptly reasserted and 
ever afterwards maintained. Mr. Aspinall had 
clear notions of the dignity of his office, and, 
without being tyrannical, he suppressed any 
attempt to take undue liberties with a firm 
hand. His " magisterial manner," alluded to 
before, was well known, and sometimes the 
subject for good humoured comment. But it 
was the manner of a gentleman; wholly free 
from the mean self-assertion which a Jack-in-
office mistakes for dignity. Power is a perilous 
possession which only the fewest can use with-
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out ruin to themselves. Leigh Hunt wrote of 
Lady Jane Grey : — " She was brought up a 
slave and therefore led to be despotic in her 
turn." T h e slave nature and the despotic 
nature are one; only differently circumstanced. 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall was not of this type. He 
ruled his court, as the chief of a court should 
rule it, with firmness mingled with kindness, 
and as a responsible trustee not as a dictator. 
If he was severe he was not harsh, and it 
was because he believed severity to be neces-
sary, and not from any delight in cruelty 
or as a vent for ill-humour. Consequently, 
where he presided, business was dispatched 
quickly, without unnecessary friction, and 
justice was done in a manner which compelled 
respect. 
Whi le the dignity of the office was carefully 
guarded, its duties were also well attended to. 
Much unnecessary pain could be saved by the 
exercise of a wise discretion, and on the other 
hand there were occasions when by watchful-
ness and insistence criminals were brought to 
justice who, otherwise, would, in all hkelihood. 
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have escaped. Mr. Aspinall was fully alive to 
the responsibilities of his position. 
Soon after he became Coroner, Mr. Aspinall 
was made a Justice of the Peace for Liver-
pool, and he promptly settled the question 
of a second stipendiary magistrate, which had 
troubled the Town Council, by voluntarily 
taking upon himself a considerable portion of 
the police court duties. The " d r u n k and 
disorderly " cases and afterwards many of the 
school-board cases fell to his lot. Some 
barristers, hungering for the paid office they 
had hoped to see established, were vexed 
and, judging him by themselves, regarded his 
action as part of a deep-laid scheme for per-
sonal aggrandisement. He expects to get his 
salary raised on account of these extra ser-
vices, they said. Any such scheme with such 
an object, would have been foolish, at best. 
No motive of this kind actuated Mr. Aspinall. 
He had no more of the Jew's greed for getting 
than he had of the miser's greed for hoarding. 
By his act he did a service to the town and he 
relieved Mr. Raffles, the stipendiary magis-
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trate, w h o was overworked. Such considera-
tions were present in his mind. Perhaps, too, 
the status of the position had some attractions 
for him. Ail men like power—he not least. 
There is surely no harm in liking power, but 
only in misusing it. I am of opinion, however, 
that his main desire was to take a position 
where, he believed, he could exercise a power-
ful influence for good. H e threw himself with 
his accustomed thoroughness into his work. 
No paid magistrate could have performed the 
duties with greater zeal, fairness and dignity 
than Mr. Aspinall displayed. T h e fact that 
his services were gratuitous did not lessen his 
sense of responsibility for their fulfilment, in 
the least degree. 
In 1885 Mr. Aspinall was made a magistrate 
for the Hundred of Wirral and from that time 
forward he was in the habit of attending daily 
at the police court at New Ferry before cross-
ing to Liverpool to fulfil his other regular 
engagements. T i m e , with him, seemed elastic. 
No matter how much he had to do, he was 
still willing to undertake more, and, unlike 
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some willing persons, whatever he undertook 
he did with something more than average 
thoroughness. That he undertook too much 
is true, but the work did not suffer—only him-
self. He wore himself out before old age had 
reached him after having compressed into his 
sixty-four years as much effort as goes to make 
up several ordinary lives. 
On the bench, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was 
famous for the admonitions and, oftentimes, 
severe reproofs with which he accompanied his 
sentences. For this reason, and because of 
the wit which overflowed, there as elsewhere, 
the court, when he presided, was always 
interesting. It is surely not necessary to add 
that his wit was never exercised after the 
manner of Mr. Nupkins—and, alas, of too 
many magistrates of flesh and blood—in a 
spirit of petty tyranny, to insult persons in 
misfortune. A few incidents will serve to show 
Mr. Aspinall in his magisterial capacity, and at 
the same time to illustrate his wit, but the best 
flavour of the wit and the incisive quality of 
the serious discourses are lost in repetition 
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when place and occasion and the speaker's 
inimitabie manner are absent. 
T h e story of Bridget and the hair has, I 
believe, been told before. Bridget and another 
woman had been fighting and Bridget charged 
the other woman with tearing her hair out by 
the roots, in proof whereof she exhibited a 
large handful. • " Y e s , " said Mr. Aspinall, 
when the woman had finished, " y o u have both 
been fighting and I daresay trying to tear each 
other's hair. Y o u have shown us a quantity 
of hair which you say was torn from your 
head ; and I daresay some hair was torn out in 
the struggle. But let me give you one bit of 
advice. T h e next time you want to prove any-
thing of this kind, bring hair of the proper 
colour." 
W h e n a man pleaded that he had got drunk 
" b y accident," Mr. Aspinall retorted: " W h a t ' s 
that, sir ? Am I to believe that you fell down 
under a tap and your mouth opened ? I can 
believe a good deal but that is too much." 
Another time his answer to a similar plea w a s : 
" A n accident! W e l l I could understand if 
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you told me that you had fallen into a tub of 
drink, that that would be an a c c i d e n t ; but do 
you mean the tub of drink fell into you ? " 
If the plea of " a c c i d e n t " w a s useless, 
another too c o m m o n plea for leniency w a s 
worse than useless, for it brought down a stern 
rebuke, if not a severer sentence, as the fo l low- ' 
ing cases wil l show. A w o m a n charged with 
being drunk and riotous s a i d : " I a m the 
mother of eleven children, s ir . " " A n d you 
give that as your reason for get t ing drunk ? " 
exclaimed M r . Aspinall , " W h a t special virtue 
you w o m e n think there is in having large 
families, I cannot understand. A s I sit here I 
have no doubt a large number of you drunken 
w o m e n will parade the number of your child-
ren. M y judgment is that the larger your 
families the greater your obligation to t h e m 
and to society to keep sober and set a good 
example. T e n shillings and costs or seven 
d a y s . " In the case of a man similarly 
charged, the fol lowing dialogue took place : — 
Mr. Aspinall: " W h a t have you to say in 
excuse ? Y o u have heard the evidence." 
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Prisoner : " I was sick, sir." 
Mr. Aspmall: " T h e n you did not better 
your condition by drinking." 
Prisoner: " I have a wife and family, sir." 
Mr. Aspinall: " Y e s ! Then you neglect 
them and selfishly spend your money in drink." 
Prisoner: " I have got a good situation." 
Mr. Aspinall: " Yes, and are going the way 
to lose it." 
Prisoner: "I was not incapable, sir." 
Mr. Aspinall: " N o , had you been so, you 
would have been quieter and not riotous as 
charged." 
Prisoner: " I was only disputing with a 'bus 
guard." 
Mr. Aspinall: " Y e s , and keeping twenty-
four people waiting who wanted to get home." 
Prisoner: " T h e guard would not let me into 
the 'bus." 
Mr. Aspinall: " H e showed his sense and 
regard for the comfort of his passengers." 
Prisoner: " He stopped to give me in [charge." 
Mr. Aspinall: " Y e s and served you right. 
Have you any other excuse ? " 
L 
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Prisoner: " N o , s i r . " 
Mr. Aspinall: " F i v e shi l l ings a n d c o s t s . " 
A " great b u l k y m a n , w i t h a g r o g g y f a c e , " 
b e i n g c h a r g e d w i t h b e i n g d r u n k a n d b e g g i n g 
said in a p lausible t o n e " I a p p e a l t o y o u r 
w o r s h i p . I h a v e four c h i l d r e n and m y w i f e 
died ten y e a r s ago . I w i s h t o d o m y best for 
m y little chi ldren and, if y o u r w o r s h i p wi l l 
he lp m e t o get w o r k , I wi l l never c o m e here 
a g a i n . " " I wil l t r y y o u for o n c e , " retorted 
M r . Aspinal l , " G o t o w o r k for seven d a y s at 
hard labour a n d t a k e care y o u keep y o u r 
p r o m i s e not to c o m e here a g a i n . " 
A w o r k m a n w h o h a d been drunk p l e a d e d : 
" I have six l ittle c h i l d r e n . " " S i x l ittle child-
r e n , " thundered M r . Aspina l l , " S i x l ittle 
chi ldren ! S i x g o o d reasons w h y I should be 
sharp w i t h y o u . I t is d isgraceful t o get d r u n k , 
but t o p lead t h e s ize of y o u r f a m i l y only 
m a k e s t h e m a t t e r w o r s e . " 
A s s u r e d l y M r . Aspinal l could be terrible at 
t imes . A bruta l fe l low h a v i n g c o m e in for a 
l ittle m o n e y had been spending it in r i o t o u * 
l iv ing, ruining his h o m e and b e a t i n g h i s w i f e . 
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In sentencing him Mr. Aspinall said: " Words 
fail me to describe my contempt for such a 
cruel, seliish, foolish wretch, unworthy to be 
called a man. Your very appearance is that 
of a sponge, soaked in liquor, that if any one 
squeezed would run out. I will give you a 
little time to get dry. Fourteen days' hard 
labour, and if your wife has anything to com-
plain about after that, let her come to me." 
A man was charged with beating his sister. 
She was the mother of six children and her 
husband was out of work. The prisoner who 
lived in her house paid 12/- a week for board 
and lodging and the woman had to work for 
the rest of the necessary income. Her 
brother's conduct to her had been cruel. 
" I 've took him in naked and hungry and now 
he threatens he will lay me out," she said. A 
case of this kind was sure to call forth a 
scathing rebuke. " Y o u give her 12/ ; , " he 
said, " a n d because she manages to pay her 
way, you say you will pull the house over her 
ears. And you call yourself a man! I see 
nothing of the man in you, you selfish creature. 
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Y o u can't behave like a brother to a sister. 
Y o u said you would lay your sister out. No ! 
you are too much of a coward." Then, after 
remanding the prisoner, he gave the woman 
half-a-crown from the poor-box and so closed 
the case for that day. 
A pertinent retort from a prisoner was better 
than a bad excuse. W h e n a man of 92 was 
charged with being drunk and incapable in 
the street, Mr. Aspinall asked: " W h e n do 
you consider you will be old enough to take 
care of y o u r s e l f ? " to which the old man 
knowingly replied " I am an orphan, sir," and 
he was discharged. 
On one occasion Mr. Aspinall censured 
a man for begging at houses. " You are 
an idle fellow and a troublesome one. Y o u 
go from house to house in quiet neigh-
bourhoods, disturbing the inhabitants and 
troubling them while they are engaged in 
household work. You knock and then ring 
and the moment you get the door open 
your foot prevents the maid shutting it. T o 
attend to you, the servant has to give up 
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her washing, dry her hands and straighten up, 
and the mistress, mistaking you for a visitor, 
prepares for a reception. Y o u are so per-
sistent knowing probably there are only 
women in the house and it is difficult to get 
you away from the doors. But now you are 
here, I will open a door for you. G o to prison 
for fourteen days." As the prisoner was going 
down to his cell, he said to the Governor of 
the bridewell: " Wel l , I never heard such a 
beak before. T h a t cove must have been on 
the job himself! " 
A woman who had been drunk and riotous 
denied the charge and complained that her 
character would suffer through being unjustly 
apprehended. " Don't be alarmed," said Mr. 
AspinaU, " nobody loses a character here. 
People lose it before they come here. T h e y 
regain it sometimes but never lose it here." 
This woman had been before the court sixty-
four times already. 
A woman had been arrested for begging at 
the door of a theatre. She curtseyed again 
and again in a most obsequious manner, until 
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Mr. Aspinall became annoyed. " Don't go on 
curtseying like that," he exclaimed. " It is 
not civility but servility, and we don't want 
it here." T h e woman asserted she was not 
begging but selling herrings. " Selling her-
rings, indeed ! " said Mr. Aspinal l ; " do you 
expect ladies in opera cloaks to buy your red 
herrings to take home with them ? It is 
intolerable. And lying is worse than begging. 
For one decent beggar you meet with twenty 
lazy, lying impostors. T e n shillings and 
costs." 
Mr. Aspinall's severity usually arose out of 
his compassion for the victims of cruelty or 
of some other form of selfishness. W h e r e 
genuine misfortune had brought people into 
court he showed kindness. Fewer instances 
of this description have been preserved than 
of cases more dramatic in their character. 
Once, a respectable man, the treasurer of a 
trade society, was charged with being drunk 
and interfering with the police. They were 
taking someone into custody and he had 
interposed, whereupon they arrested him also. 
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Of this there was no question but there was 
reason for thinking he had not been drunk but 
only excited. Mr. Aspinall's admonition on 
this occasion is a good specimen of his style : 
" Now let me give you a bit of advice. There 
is an old saying— 
' Those who in quarrels interpose 
Often get a bloody nose.' 
Still if it is one's duty to interpose, it is quite 
right to take this risk. But it was not your 
duty to interfere with the police officer, if you 
cannot say he was using violence. You com-
plain of the bridewell. It is not a drawing-
room of course. You make such a business 
about it, that one would think you wanted a 
bridewell all to yourself, perhaps specially 
built for your convenience. As an officer of a 
trade society it would go against you if you 
were imprisoned. I see you are very excitable. 
I won't convict you. Go ! " The man over-
come at the magistrate's unlooked for kind-
ness wept, whereupon Mr. Aspinall added : 
" Only remember, magistrates must insist on 
this that the police shall not be interfered 
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with in t h e execution of their duty . D o take 
advice. D o g ive up this habit of meddl ing 
with things that don't concern y o u . " 
T h e fol lowing are examples of Mr. Aspinal l ' s 
ready wi t . 
T w o men n a m e d O r m e and F a r m e r w e r e 
charged w i t h fighting on S u n d a y . F a r m e r 
said, " H e hit m e and I w e n t at h i m . " " H e 
spent S u n d a y at O r m e s - h e a d , " remarked M r . 
Aspinall . 
A prisoner had a plaster on his head. 
Mv. Aspinall: " W h a t does the doctor say ? " 
Officer: " I n g o o d h e a l t h . " 
Mv. Aspinall: " N o t h i n g about his head ? " 
Officer: " N o , sir. H e had the plaster in 
his pocket w h e n he saw t h e d o c t o r . " 
Mr. Aspinall: " O h , I see ! I t is really only 
a court plaster, I suppose." 
I n a case of cruelty to a horse, the c ircum-
stance that the cart load had consisted of eggs 
suggested t o Mr. Aspinal l that the animal had 
been, at least, well yoked. 
A n I r i s h w o m a n dharged with being drunk 
and riotous p l e a d e d : " I t was m y husband 
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who was drunk, and he had broken a cup and 
he got the officers to take me up." Mr. 
Aspinall remarked, in an aside, " After he had 
broken the cup, he wanted to get rid of the 
saucer also." 
A shoe-black was charged with obstructing 
the footway to the annoyance of passers-by. 
In answer to the charge he s a i d : " I was 
shining, sir." " T o be bright and shining," 
said Mr. Aspinall, " is a duty we all owe to 
society, but take more care, boy, in future 
how you shine before men." Charles L a m b or 
T h o m a s Hood might well have been proud 
of that pun. 
In the year 1872 an International Congress 
on the Prevention and Repression of Crime, 
was held in London. It was an important 
gathering of representatives of all the principal 
governments, of Justices of the Peace and of 
others interested in the subject. Mr. Samuel 
Greg Rathbone, Mr. Edward Lawrence and 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall were present from Liver-
pool. Mr. Aspinall took an active part in the 
discussions. On the question " W h a t is the 
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treatment likely to be most effective for the 
reformation of juvenile offenders," he said— 
" H e did not think any day of the Congress 
had been more usefully occupied than this had 
been, so far. In England we were beginning 
to appreciate that prevention was better than 
cure, and was much more likely to succeed. 
W e might prevent where we could not cure. 
In the matter of moral and religious training, 
it was better to strengthen those who stand 
than to endeavour to lift up those who fall; 
the one ought to be done and the other 
not neglected. Credit enough had not been 
given—that they would never seek nor desire 
it—to the originators of the reformatory move-
ment. It was much to be regretted that in 
this country we could not sufficiently often get 
Parliament to make social questions imperial 
ones. W e had exciting party conflicts, but 
they were not so profitable to the masses as 
they ought to be, considering the time they 
occupied and the matters which they pre-
vented Parliament considering. Thanks to 
Miss Carpenter we had some reformatories; 
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but we had masses of population congregated 
in the most artificial manner, in lanes and 
alleys, which we did not show to foreigners. 
W e ought to be ashamed that with all our 
wealth we had done so little for the valuable 
lives of teeming millions, who ought to be the 
first consideration of a Christian community. 
W e now had in England in full working order 
our reformatory system, which reached certain 
of the poor, wretched, and suffering class; we 
had our industrial schools, which were admir-
ably designed to reach others of the same 
class; we had our workhouse schools, which 
educated a large number of poor and neglected 
children; and now, following the example of 
Germany and other states, we had made ele-
mentary education compulsory; but even 
these four agencies for ameliorating the con-
dition of our neglected classes, would leave a 
large area for philanthropic effort in our great 
towns. In order to be sent to a reformatory, 
a child must have committed a distinct act, 
indicating the necessity for reformation ; in 
order to be sent to an industrial school a child 
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must be wholly neglected and likely to fall into 
cr ime; before entering a workhouse a child 
must be essentially a pauper, which is a 
melancholy starting point in life. And many 
children who would be sent to school under 
the Compulsory Act, would emerge daily from 
homes in wretched alleys, cellars and garrets, 
in which they would be subjected to the 
most dreadful influences; and looking to the 
morally pestiferous atmosphere breathed by 
many who would not come more under the 
influence of the law then, there was a very 
large field open to ladies and others for doing 
a great work in improving the parents of the 
children. W e must take care of the children; 
but was it not a needful and urgent thing to 
do something for the homes in which they 
lived ? W e had yet to learn that advanced 
civilisation meant something more than pomp, 
vanity, show and self-indulgence ; that civilisa-
tion meant the uplifting of the poor to a 
position at least of consistency with those 
philanthropic and Christian principles which 
we all professed to act upon, but which we 
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most of US practically ignored in our daily 
life." 
Mr. Aspinall also expressed his views about 
the treatment of " criminal capitalists " or in 
other words professional receivers of stolen 
p r o p e r t y : — 
" T h e legal facilities for dealing with re-
ceivers of stolen property were not what they 
ought to be. . . . T h e Recorder of Liver-
pool [his brother] punished receivers not only 
twice, but often seven times as much as 
thieves. It was no uncommon practice to 
give a juvenile offender a short sentence for 
stealing, and to give the dastardly receiver, 
the tempter to the crime, penal servitude for 
the first offence. W e had a motto here, which 
we hoped was of general application, that 
every man's house was his castle ; it was im-
possible to invade a private house except by 
special warrant, under special circumstances ; 
but all public houses which were licensed by 
authority were open to police visitation, and 
this gave the police a large control over 
the gathering of thieves to conspire against 
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society. W e had an admirable system, pos-
sibly capable of extension, by which marine 
store dealers were licensed and compelled to 
enter in a book, subject to police inspection, 
every transaction in metals and property of 
that sort which children were tempted to steal 
from the facility with which they could turn 
such property into money. Our pawnbroking 
establishments were not by any means an un-
mitigated evil. They were a necessity for the 
banking convenience of the poor, and they 
were subject to police supervision, with a view 
to the detection of crime. It was but fair to 
say that pawnbrokers, as a rule, facilitated the 
action of the police and did not retard it. In 
Liverpool he did not think so many receivers 
went scot free as the paper [by Mr. Edwin 
Hill, which opened the discussion] would 
indicate. Proper judicial severity and astute 
police supervision precluded the probability of 
Liverpool being victimised by receiving houses 
in the manner suggested; although the con-
dition of things in Liverpool was bad enough, 
it was not so bad as that. There was another 
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department of the subject which was scarcely 
within the meaning of the question as stated ; 
but if it was wrong to thieve, and still worse 
to receive, so, if it was wrong to be a prosti-
tute, it was still worse to keep a brothel. 
This was a subject which, he trusted, would 
be handled vigorously before the Congress 
closed. Men did indeed require to be taught 
that of all criminal establishments none are so 
criminal, so degrading, so wicked, so univer-
sally patronised, even by people calling them-
selves respectable, and characterising them-
selves as men, as those abominable sinks of 
iniquity which were a scandal to civilisation, 
and which were as ruinous in their character 
as criminal capitalists' establishments which 
only dealt in wretched money and trinkets, 
while those criminal capitalists' establish-
ments dealt with the souls and bodies of our 
sisters." 
Among the papers presented to the Congress 
were two from Mr. Aspinall jointly with Mr. 
Edward Lawrence and Mr. S. G . Rathbone. 
One which related to Cumulative Punishments 
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was mainly a statement of resolutions which 
had been passed by the Liverpool Borough 
Magistrates in 1872, with a report of a Com-
mittee of Magistrates presided over by Mr. 
Raffles which formed the basis of the resolu-
tions. T h e other was an expression of opinion 
on Prison Labour, how far it can and should 
be made remunerative, which if not written by 
Mr. Aspinall, had his assent. A few extracts 
will serve to indicate the views expressed. 
" W e do not believe, in the first place, that all 
prison labour can be made remunerative, 
because if ail prisoners, including the naturally 
unskilful and all in prison for short periods, 
were put to industrial labour, the expense of 
instruction, supervision, repairing tools, and 
waste of materials would more than eat up 
the profits. W e do not believe, in the second 
place, that it is desirable to employ all 
prisoners on remunerative kinds of labour, 
especially industrial, labour cannot be propor-
tioned with sufficient accuracy to the various 
amounts of skill possessed by different pri-
soners to secure the energies of the majority 
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being tasked to an irksome or disagreeable 
point. 
" If, therefore, hard labour is to be main-
tained (as we think it ought to be), as a 
penal element in our prison discipline, it 
must be labour which is hard from being 
disagreeable and monotonous in its nature. If 
any person doubts this proposition, the way 
to test the truth would be to ascertain the 
average daily tasks performed by prisoners 
who have been long enough in prison to 
acquire abundant skill, and then to compare 
these tasks with the amount of work done in 
the same kind of industry performed by those 
who have to gain their living by it. W e 
venture to assert that it will be found that 
hard industrial labour in a prison means one-
half or two-thirds of the amount of work per-
formed by innocent persons who have to make 
their living by it. W e are further of opinion 
that if penal forms of labour are combined 
with industrial labour under a proper system, 
the effect is to stimulate industrious habits in 
the prisoners." A method of diminishing and 
M 
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ultimately discontinuing the penal labour of 
well behaved prisoners is commended for " the 
desire to escape from or avoid a return to 
penal labour is thus made the means of stimu-
lating the industry of the prisoners in the 
performance of industrial task-work during the 
whole of their imprisonment." 
" T h e severer character imparted in this 
country to the conditions of prison life in late 
years has formed only one part of a general 
and consistent policy in the treatment of 
criminals, the tendency of which has been to 
make the consequences of a career of crime 
more and more intolerable, while, by the 
establishment of Discharged Prisoners' Aid 
Societies, greater facilities have been given to 
prisoners to return to orderly lives." 
" As regards the various forms of penal 
labour, we believe oakum-picking and tread-
mill labour to be on the whole the best. 
Treadmill power, if regulated by proper 
machinery . . . can be applied to manu-
facturing processes with great advantage; it is 
the form of labour in which we believe old 
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offenders have the least advantage over per-
sons inexperienced in it, because a very little 
practice and skill reduce the requisite exertion 
to a minimum point; it is therefore a form of 
labour which can be apportioned to the vari-
ous powers of the different prisoners with a 
nearer approach to equalness than any other 
kind of work." 
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P H I L A N T H R O P I C WORK. 
Mr. Aspinall's undertakings all philanthropic—The 
Magistrate as Philanthropist—The treatment of 
wrong-doers—Temperance work—Prison Missions— 
Other activities—The Bishopric of Liverpool— 
The Cathedral Fund—Last days. 
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PHILANTHROPIC W O R K . 
THAT, in this life of a philanthropist, the,-
chapter on his philanthropic work should be 
one of the shortest may, at first sight, seem 
curious. In truth, however, to separate Mr., 
Clarke Aspinali 's philanthropic work from the 
other activities of his life is impossible, and, if 
possible, would be misleading. T o appreciate 
him properly, we must understand that philan-
thropy was not the occupation of his. hours of 
leisure, when business was done; it belonged 
quite as much to his business. All his work 
was philanthropic. In short, philanthropy was 
his life. Mr. Robertson Gladstone, as we have 
seen, considered this disposition helped to 
qualify Mr. Aspinall for the office of Coroner. 
In the performance of these official duties 
Mr. Aspinall found plenty of opportunities. 
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In taking up the office of magistrate he was 
actuated by the same spirit. H e believed he 
was competent to exercise this function for 
good, and, whether we agree with all he did 
on the bench or not, it is undeniable he was 
an exceptionally good magistrate. At the 
time of his appointment the cases of drunken-
ness in Liverpool were not, perhaps, more 
numerous than usual, but they were attracting 
an unusual amount of public attention. Mr. 
Raffles, the Stipendiary Magistrate, had been 
accustomed to meet them chiefly with fines. 
" Five shillings and costs " was the constant 
refrain in his Court every Monday morning. 
Mr. Aspinall, ardent and as yet inexperienced, 
probably thought he knew a better way. The 
inevitable fine seemed to have no effect; why 
not try something severer ? Wi th hardened 
offenders he tried i m p r i s o n m e n t b u t in 
matters of this kind the results are always 
difficult to ascertain. Ultimately he made no 
radical departure from the accustomed ways, 
but his sentences always leaned a little toward 
severity. 
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Toward persons who came under his notice 
otherwise than as prisoners, Mr. Aspinall was 
kind. He was never deaf to tales of distress. 
The poor-boxes in his Courts were freely used; 
and a peculiarity about these boxes, when 
under his control, was that , like the widow's 
barrel of meal and cruse of oil, more came out 
of them than had ever been put in. How 
much of Mr. Aspinall's private income was 
spent in this way, nobody knows; he did not 
know himself; but it was a considerable sum. 
The present chapter will indicate Mr. 
Aspinall's connexion with what may be 
termed professional philanthropy, the philan-
thropy which works through organisations, 
as distinguished from the spontaneous philan-
thropy of daily life. H e was connected with 
numerous societies and institutions for pro-
moting material, moral and spiritual welfare. • 
He used them as agencies for his influence 
and, in turn, was freely used by them. 
Of the cause of temperance in particular, 
Mr. Aspinall was an eminent champion. He 
believed, as many others have believed, that 
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the abuse of alcohol was at the root of most 
of the social misery and crime he was obliged 
to witness every day- He did not believe that 
alcohol in itself was an evil and, for many 
years, he was not a total abstainer. Ulti-
mately he was induced to take the pledge 
under the impression that his influence as a 
temperance advocate would be thereby in-
creased, and by way of example to persons to 
whom total abstinence would be a benefit. 
His efforts in the cause of temperance were, 
twofold. On the bench he tried to crush 
out drink by means of penalties ; on the plat-
form he was engaged in promoting means of 
prevention. To this end. he was an active 
member of the Liverpool Diocesan Branch of 
the Church of England Temperance Society. 
This society was founded in 1862 and the 
branch in 1878, and it has long been recog-
nised as an exceptionally active agency for 
temperance reform. It aims to reform the 
intemperate and to remove the sources of 
temptation. I t advocates. such legal repres-
sion of the drink traffic as Sunday closing and 
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the limitation of the hours of sale ; the com-
pulsory separation of places of entertainment 
from public houses, local option and so forth. 
Its methods include the establishment of 
counter attractions and Prison-gate Missions. 
In the latter, the duty of the missionary is to 
meet discharged prisoners at the gate of the 
jail, to converse with them, and to visit them 
in their homes, and try to persuade them to 
give up their intemperate habits. At the 
mission rooms free breakfasts are given to 
induce the people to listen to addresses. Pro-
bably this is one of the most effectual branches 
of the society's work. Mr. Aspinall thought 
so and gave it strong support. Writ ing in 
1889 to the organising secretary, the Rev. 
James Hirst, he described it as " in all respects. 
admirable," and added,, " y o u . may depend 
upon it that, in this practical age, a practical 
work of this kind is sure to find favour with 
those who desire social improvement, and 
there can be very little done in that way with-
out increased sobriety, following up and being 
the direct outcome of a deepening of religious 
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life among all classes." The memorial of Mr. 
Aspinall promoted by this society took suitable 
form in the establishment of four additional 
police court missionaries. 
In 1887, on the resignation of Archdeacon 
Bardsley, who had been appointed Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, the Committee unanimously 
elected Mr. Clarke Aspinall to the chairman-
ship "believing that his earnest work and 
wide experience eminently qualiiy him for this 
important position." He was much gratified 
by this mark of appreciation and confidence. 
Although Mr. Clarke Aspinall's own efforts 
were given chieily to the Church of England 
Temperance Society, other associations and 
independent workers in the same cause could 
always count on his sympathy and support. 
In particular he co-operated with that vete-
ran Nonconformist temperance advocate, Mr. 
Nathaniel Smyth, and, in 1886, he gave him a 
gratifying testimonial in which he said " few 
men have done more than your honoured self 
to advance the cause of temperance upon the 
soundest basis of Gospel truth and teaching." 
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From his standpoint of " a Churchman," he 
said, " I see in you, a Nonconformist, one of 
the most useful and efficient and kindly of our 
public speakers and workers in every good 
cause, affecting the well being of our country, 
and the comfort and loyalty of our industrial 
c lasses—whose welfare you have ever at 
heart." 
Temperance work received Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall's chief, but by no means exclusive 
attention. H e was interested in seamen, and, 
at one time or another, was an office-bearer— 
chairman, treasurer, secretary, or, at least, 
committee-man—for the training ship " Con-
w a y , " the Home for Aged Mariners at Egre-
mont, the Mercantile Marine Association and 
the Seaman's Orphanage. Such movements as 
the restoration of Chester Cathedral secured 
his co-operation. H e was much interested in 
the establishment of the Bishopric of Liver-
pool, especially after the appointment of Dr . 
Ryle, with whose religious and social views 
he had so much in common. He was the 
honorary secretary of the Bishopric Endow-
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ment Fund and of the Liverpool Cathedral 
Fund. He made strenuous exertions on behalf 
of both, but his desire for a new cathedral was 
destined not to be realised, at least in his life-
time. H e was chairman of the Lay-helpers' 
Association and vice-president of the Church 
Club in Liverpool. He held Lay-readers' 
licences for both Liverpool and Chester and 
did not fail to use them. 
This catalogue, which does not pretend to 
be complete, serves to suggest Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall's immense activity, as well as the 
special directions in which his interest lay. 
The Christmas breakfasts for the poor were an 
institution of long standing, especially asso-
ciated with him. Every year an appeal was 
sent out in his name for funds. To the Rev. 
T . J . Madden, who visited him a few days 
before he died, he remarked—" I will be with 
you all at Christmas, I will be amongst the 
poor, as I have aiv/ays been, at those break-
fasts." The annual appeal was already pre-
pared and, by a pathetic coincidence, was 
delivered to those to whom it .was addressed 
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by the morning post on Friday the n t h of 
December, just when the newspapers were 
announcing his death. Singularly free from 
bodily illness all his life, he had never learned 
to realise that there was any limit to his 
powers. F o r a few months, indeed, those who 
knew him had noticed that he walked more 
slowly and with a heavier tread, but no one was 
prepared to learn that the first serious illness 
of his mature life was to be his last. A fort-
night before he died he fulfilled an engage-
ment to speak at a temperance meeting in 
Birmingham. After the meeting he travelled 
all night, arriving at Liverpool at 6 a.m. He 
went home to breakfast and was back in 
Liverpool at his office at 10 o'clock. He 
appears to have taken cold on this occasion 
and on the Monday was too ill to leave the 
house. Some deeper disorder of the heart 
affected him, and, although at one time he 
seemed to be recovering, and was anticipating 
a return to his various tasks, he slowly sank, 
and on Thursday, the loth of December, 1891, 
at six o'clock in the evening, he died in his 
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sleep. Three days later his remains were laid 
in the Bebington churchyard, not far distant 
from the tomb of his old friend and neighbour, 
Mr. Joseph Mayer, in the presence of three 
thousand mourners. 
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O P I N I O N S . 
T H E R E were some subjects of public interest 
of which Mr. Clarke Aspinail scarcely took 
sufficient note to enable him to form opinions; 
but, on matters which claimed his attention, 
his ideas were clear and unmistakable and 
difficult to change. H e did not care to argue 
or discuss and, for the most part, the opi-
nions he held were not the result of a sys-
tematic train of reasoning or thought. His 
conclusions, which were usually sagacious, 
were reached by that mental process which, 
for want of a better term, is often called intui-
tion,—an act of reasoning so swift that the 
steps of its progress are not made visible. In 
religion, or politics, or social science, Mr. 
Aspinail ' could not, in ali likelihood, have 
given any elaborate reason for those conclu-
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sions. Assuredly he did not attempt to give 
reasons. The convictions were there, clearly 
and definitely his, to be acted on, not dis-
cussed. 
In his religion Mr. Aspinall may be de-
scribed as a liberal evangelical or " l o w " 
Churchman. When I say liberal, I mean 
something different from what is commonly 
termed "b road . " He could not be justly 
called a "b road " Churchman. He had little 
in common with the school of Dean Stanley 
or even with Frederick William Robertson. 
He was tolerant, but not so broadly tolerant 
as they were. With those who held views 
quite unlike their own he could bear, but they 
could sympathise. 
In all religious matters Mr. Aspinall was, 
first and last, a Churchman. While able to 
co-operate in any work of common interest 
with Nonconformists, he did not admire Non-
conformity. Although there were points on 
which, in reality, he must have been more in 
harmony with it, than with some of the sec-
tions of his own church, yet, with any of these 
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sections he could always work as one of them-
selves ; whereas elsewhere — albeit his aid 
might be quite as thorough and generous— 
his attitude was that of a Churchman among 
Nonconformists : he was with them, but not 
of them. 
Mr. Aspinall's own religious belief was 
simple and such as had come to him unsought. 
The questioning and criticism of the scholars 
of the day did not disturb it. Wi th him it 
was not a subject for enquiry but a motive for 
action. H e acted on the precept of the 
Apostle James that " pure religion and un-
defiled before our God and Fa ther is this, to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-
tion and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." This puritan admiration for practice 
in religion carried with it the puritan distrust 
of symbolism. Ornate religious services failed 
to win his approval, either for their art or 
their use ; for he had not any strong artistic 
sense and he was preeminently practical. 
Whether they were intended to beautify the 
forms of worship or to intensify and direct 
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the feeling of veneration, he saw in them 
always the same danger, that they might lead 
to idolatry, the confounding of the symbol 
with that which it stood for, and to the dis-
sipation of force in ideas and feeling, which 
should be given to practical effort. Ritualistic 
innovations in the Church of England were a 
sore trouble to him. They savoured too much 
of the Church of Rome, and of the Church of 
Rome he had a profound distrust. H e was 
more tolerant on every other side than on 
this. While not himself sharing the progres-
sive ideas of the day, he could bear with them 
better than with Romanism. Perhaps, not 
being brought into any close contact with 
scepticism, it did not present itself so visibly 
to him, in the light of an impending danger. 
The Roman Catholic position was one he not 
only could not sympathise with, but really 
could not understand. The conversion of his 
eldest brother to Rome was a life long sorrow. 
That , in taking this step, Mr. John Bridge 
Aspinall was sincere, is not to be doubted. 
It was a step likely to impede rather than to 
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promote his professional and social advance-
ment. Mr. Clarke Aspinall, however, was 
unable to see how Roman Catholicism couid 
appeal with the force of sincere and deliberate 
conviction to a man of his brother's mental 
calibre. H e was not wholly free from the 
puritan superstition that the Catholic priest-
hood are knaves and the Catholic laity their 
dupes. In reference to individuals such a 
notion gave way of course. Among his 
friends were priests whom he respected for 
their noble self devotion and laymen whose in-
tellectual astuteness he did not doubt. Bar-
riers of this description always yielded when 
philanthropic action called for union. If he 
had been more of a controversialist he would 
probably have understood the Roman Catholic 
position better than he did. As it was, con-
troversies did not touch him and, being 
untroubled with doubts, he was wholly free 
to give practical effect to his religion. W h e n 
he preached it his object was to enforce it, 
not to prove it. H e did not think proof was 
necessary. It was the guiding and sustaining 
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principle of his own daily life, and only needed 
to be realised to be the same to others. 
Not at any period of his career could Mr. 
Aspinall be described as a politician. Nomi-
nally he was a Liberal but, while he was a 
working member of the Liverpool Council, his 
keen interest in town affairs had little refer-
ence to party considerations, and, in later life, 
politics concerned him only in their bearing on 
the social movements which engaged him. 
His father was a Liberal of rather an advanced 
type, an active free trader at the time of the 
Corn Law agitation, and a friend of the work-
ing classes when they had fewer professing 
friends than they have now. The traditions 
of the family were, however, Tory, and Mr. 
Aspinall himself had strongly conservative 
instincts. He had not any passion for change 
or experiment, but loved the old ways and 
thoughts. To established institutions and 
constituted authorities he was unswervingly 
loyal. If princes were not always princely 
and noblemen not always noble, he still recog-
nised some divine sanction in their office. He 
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would no more have condemned that institu-
tion than he would have condemned his 
Church just because, here and there, were 
clergymen who betrayed their trust . Tha t he 
was nominally associated with the Liberal 
party may be attributed, in the first instance, 
to his father's connexion with it, and then to 
his own keen sympathy with the poor. In 
after life, when his moderate interest in 
politics had waned, the Liberal attitude on 
various social questions, and especially the 
Liberal professions on the subject of the drink 
traffic, were more in harmony with his own 
ideas than the position taken by the Conserva-
tives. On the more distinctly political subject 
of the present day—Home Rule for Ireland— 
he was dissentient. His antagonism was, 
however, less on political than religious 
grounds, the antagonism not of the oppon-
ents of "disintegration of the Empire," but 
of the Ulster Protestants. H e dreaded the 
ascendancy of the Papal Church which, he 
believed, must follow the concession of Home 
Rule. 
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It will be remembered that the critic, whose 
remarks were quoted in Chapter V . , attri-
buted to Mr. Aspinall " a mistrust of that 
many-headed monster, the people." If, then, 
the charge was just, he outgrew it to a great 
extent in the course of years. Amid his 
general conservatism of temperament lay an 
unmistakably 'democratic vein. It seems as if 
the father's Radicalism and the grandfather's 
Toryism were curiously mingled in him. T o 
associate and talk with workmen was one of 
his pleasures. In the road he was seen arm-
in-arm with a workman much oftener than 
with a wearer of broadcloth. He had the 
least sympathy of all with what has been aptly 
termed " currant-jellyism,"* that hybrid class 
which is too genteel to be helpful, and too 
vulgar to use the opportunities of its position 
for anything but self-indulgence. Of such he 
said, " t h e y love their coat tails and their 
pumps too well of an evening to attend philan-
• T h e term is well known locally. It may be of purely 
Lancashire or even Liverpool origin. I do not recollect 
bearing or seeing it used elsewhere. 
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thropic or religious assemblies, but they can 
manage to go to the theatre or a Philharmonic 
concert." He was at least democratic enough 
to admire manliness and to hate pretence, 
irrespective of all other forms of class dis-
tinction. 
During the last ten or fifteen years of his 
life, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was a total abstainer 
from alcoholic drinks. Previously, he was a 
strenuous preacher of temperance but did not 
profess to be an abstainer. His action in 
taking the pledge does not mark any funda-
mental change in his views on the drink ques-
tion. He did not become one of that extreme 
section of the temperance party which con-
demns the use of alcohol in all forms and 
under all conditions, and even goes so far as 
to regard the " moderate " drinker as more of 
a reprobate than the drunkard. Early in his 
professional career, he was much in request, 
as we have seen, with publicans seeking 
licences, who desired him to plead their cause 
before the court. Had his conscience con-
demned that description of business, he was 
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the last man in the world to have accepted it 
for the sake of profit. Tha t , by and by, he 
gave it up, was because he wished to improve 
the professional character of his practice, and 
not from any notion that it was wrong. After-
wards, while abstaining himself, he by no 
means refused wine to his friends at his table. 
He signed the pledge, not because, in his eyes, 
universal total abstinence was an ideal con-
dition, but because he came to see that , with 
the people, his influence as a worker in the 
cause of temperance would be strengthened 
thereby. His position, previously, had been 
quite consistent, but it had been misunder-
stood. Those he tried to influence had won-
dered why he should urge total abstinence 
without first setting the example. W a s he not 
preaching what he did not practice ? To 
thinking persons the reason why is clear 
enough. He advised those to whom drink 
offered exceptional temptations to sign the 
pledge as a safeguard. His crusade was not 
against the use of wine but against the misery 
caused by its abuse. Every day in the police 
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court, and oftentimes in the Coroner's court 
also, he had to witness the hideous conse-
quences of that abuse. If men and women 
could not drink without getting drunk, or if 
they were weak enough to spend on this kind 
of self gratification, money which should have 
been spent on the food and education of their 
children and on the betterment of their own 
condition, then surely it was advisable for 
them to abstain altogether. This was his per-
fectly justifiable position ; but, when he found 
it was wrongly apprehended, as an act of wise 
policy he joined the ranks of the total ab-
stainers himself. 
Two distinct classes of needy persons came 
within the range of Mr. Clarke Aspinall's 
influence, namely, criminals and the deserving 
poor. He was earnestly anxious to aid them 
both, but he regarded them and treated them 
in widely different ways. The punishment he 
meted out to criminals—often severe, never 
vindictive—was meant to teach them that the 
way of transgressors is hard, so they might 
come to see the wisdom of abandoning it. 
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H i s method with wrong doers was the method 
of force, an attempt to coerce rather than to 
persuade them into good behaviour. It was 
an appeal to their selfish nature; an assump-
tion, perhaps, that there was nothing better in 
them which could be appealed to. W h i l e no 
case of honest poverty ever failed to arouse his 
sympathy and give it a practical and substan-
tial shape, the deeper distress of crime stirred 
his indignation. T h e pity he felt for the 
victims of wrong doing, overcame any pity he 
might otherwise have felt for the wrong doers 
themselves. W h e n the subject of corporal 
punishment was under discussion at the Peni-
tentiary Congress, he declared himself an 
advocate of the use of the lash. " A p p a r e n t is 
not always real philanthropy," he said, and 
in these days of moral suasion, it must not be 
forgotten that punishment is meant to be 
deterrent as well as corrective." He was for 
resorting to corporal punishment where every 
other agency failed. " W i f e and women 
beaters deserve the lash, and in the majority 
of cases no other punishment has any effect. 
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Could anyone see the blackened eyes, dis-
colored flesh and crippled forms of wretched 
women and children, he would say that the 
monsters that produced these deserved cor-
poral punishment." 
Herein, it will be seen, Mr. Aspinall's atti-
tude was in accordance with the better class 
of opinion which has long prevailed. Men are 
punished, not exclusively for their own crimes 
or for the sake of their own reformation but to 
deter others. A century and a half ago, Henry 
Fielding, who was an excellent magistrate as 
well as an eminent novelist, declared that in 
punishing crime " the terror of the example 
is the only thing proposed, and one man is 
sacrificed to the preservation of thousands." 
T h e same idea still prevails. In those days 
the example was very terrible but crime did 
not diminish, for, as a small offence incurred 
hanging and a great offence nothing more, 
those who could not or would not live in strict 
honesty naturally acted on the precept that 
one " may as well be hung for a sheep as for a 
lamb." Now, severity has much diminished 
ig2 
but the assumption still is that " s o c i e t y " 
must be protected and the criminals are re-
garded, not as part of society, but as outcast 
from it. At the best, law and practice are 
based on the principle of retribution: an 
attempt to benefit the criminal himself by 
punishing him ; to crush the evil out of him 
as well as to warn off others. The tacit 
assumption here is that a career of crime has 
such attractions that discomfort must be 
applied by way of a counter balance. 
More than a hundred years ago John 
Howard wrote: " I told the keepers that 
steady lenient and persuasive methods with 
prisoners are the best means to prevent them 
from breaking out ; for their minds being 
uneasy and their bodies harrassed, they are 
often driven to desperate attempts which 
sometimes will be successful. . . . Some 
of the keepers said ' they now find they can do 
more with their prisoners by lenient measures, 
than with a rough hand.' " * In our own day, 
• An Accotmi of the Principal Lazarettos in Europe, by John 
Howard, F . R . S . New Edition. London: 1791 . 
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a practical application of this new ethical 
principle has been made by Mr. C . H. Hop-
wood, M.P. , the present Recorder of Liverpool, 
an application which has startled the com-
munity at large, and especially the other law 
dispensers, whether judges or magistrates. 
Emphasis is given to Mr. Hopwood's system 
of light and often merely nominal sentences by 
the circumstance that his immediate pre-
decessor, Mr. John Bridge Aspinall, leaned 
decidedly the other way. T h e claim put for-
ward by Mr. Hopwood is that, if he does not 
actually reduce crime, he certainly does not 
increase it, while he saves many years of 
useless imprisonment. W h a t possible excuse 
can there be for imprisonment if it does not 
diminish wrong doing, he asks. He declares 
it to be a great waste of humanity. His action 
is based on the right of even the most 
hardened ruffian to be recognised as still a 
fellow-creature, entitled to just ice; and it is 
not justice, he thinks, to keep a man in jail 
unnecessarily. " Life and property," he said 
to a representative of the Clarion newspaper, 
o 
194 OPINIONS. 
" are at least as secure under a clement judge 
as under a cruel one, and you may imagine 
the suffering and shame that are spared these 
poor creatures ; and the poorer creatures who 
depend upon them. I t may be called sen-
timent, but if you could see the joy and 
gratitude of some wretched prisoner's wife or 
relatives when I release him with one day's 
imprisonment for an offence which in some 
courts would bring down upon him a sentence 
of three years' penal servitude, it would touch 
your heart acutely." Mr. Hopwood goes even 
further. I t is true many of the prisoners 
come back to his court, as indeed they do to 
other courts after serving longer terms of 
imprisonment; but he finds some kindling of 
their better nature in the fact that they often 
grow ashamed and not merely afraid to come. 
This means that they are not totally and 
utterly lost; that virtue is not dead in them 
but only sleeping, awaiting the touch of divine 
sympathy to awaken it into life; that the 
blighting north wind of severity is not, after 
all, so potent as the genial sun of mercy. All 
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men and women are, really, seeking good, but 
some mistake will-o'-the-wisps for a true light. 
They will never be made to retrieve their error 
by punishing them for i t ; only by showing 
them that it is an error. 
" T h i s new ethical principle," I sa id; but 
really it is not new, only newly applied. It is 
as old as the Christian era, at least. It is 
simply the principle of returning kindness for 
cruelty, go&d for evil, of not repaying wrong 
in its own fashion but showing it a better way. 
It is the principle of the New Testament 
applied to national life. T h e practice of later 
Christianity has been to apply it, if at all, to 
private life o n l y ; the criminal before the 
courts has not been supposed to have part or 
lot in such a gospel. T h e idea that the nation, 
through its courts of law, instead of paying 
him back in his own coin, should set him a 
good example, has not been entertained. T h e 
nation does not even set such an example in 
its dealings with other nations, for there 
murder and rapine are not lawful only, but 
considered heroic. T h e rule has been might 
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against might. Yesterday the criminal had 
his chance against Society and used i t ; to-day 
Society has hold of him and will deal with 
him after the same manner. His turn will 
come agaiii by and by, and no better mode 
has been suggested to him, which might 
induce him to change his tactics. 
The question is now seriously debated, how 
far habitual criminals are accountable for their 
behaviour. A few generations ago, the severe 
treatment still accorded to criminals was en-
forced also against persons mentally insane. 
Their delusions, it was supposed, could be 
whipped out of them j but the process failed, 
and at length mental insanity came to be re-
garded as a disease instead of a crime. The 
results have proved encouraging. It is well 
known that mental insanity does much to dis-
turb the ordinary code of morals ; but even 
where mental insanity is not apparent, may 
there not, as Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes sug-
gests, be such a thing as "mora l in san i ty?" 
" I suppose," writes Dr. Holmes " w e must 
punish evil doers as we extirpate vermin ; but 
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I don't know that we have any more right to 
judge them than we have to judge rats and 
mice, which are just as good as cats and 
weasels, though we think it necessary to treat 
them as criminals." W h e n the magistrate 
meets with such cases as that man of 92, 
charged with being drunk; when he has let 
a woman off and she returns in custody the 
next day and pleads that she got drunk to 
celebrate being let off ; when innumerable 
instances come before him of men and women 
convicted fifty or a hundred times, and yet 
returning, some of them actually spending 
more of their lives in jail than outside—per-
haps it is not strange if he grows sceptical on 
the subject of lenient sentences and even con-
cludes that nothing but the utmost severity 
will have any effect at all. T o some, however, 
these very cases suggest another kind of 
doubt : whether dealing with such persons 
as criminals can ever benefit either them or 
society; whether this is not a species of 
" moral insani ty" which can no more be 
whipped out than mental insanity could be. 
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That Mr. Clarke Aspinall maintained the 
old, coercive method, and could hardly have 
understood, certainly not approved Mr. Hop-
wood's procedure, was of course due to no 
lack of feeling. Mr. Hopwood's sympathy 
could not be deeper or stronger than Mr. 
Aspinall's was, but it is framed to inclqde the 
wrong-doer in his degradation as well as the 
victim who, with the misery, does not bear 
also the burden of sin. Mr. Aspinall was a 
man of the gentlest disposition; and he was 
one who did not hold the common opinion of 
lay magistrates that property is more sacred 
than persons. He was not the kind of magis-
trate whom game preserving squires like to see 
on the County bench. I have heard him speak 
in his most contemptuous manner of the so-
called " s p o r t " which consists in "kil l ing 
something." If he failed to pity the criminal, 
it was because his pity for the victim was so 
intense. He did not believe the ruffians who 
assault women could be touched by kindness 
or restrained by anything but fear of personal 
suffering. He would deal severely with the 
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guilty, but only for the protection of the 
innocent. 
Some thoughtful students of our social life 
have reached the conclusion that many of the 
evils which have prevailed are to be attributed 
to the unequal social conditions of men and 
women. The period covered by Mr. Clarke 
Aspinall's public career was a period of great 
activity with those who advocated the widen-
ing of women's sphere and opportunities. The 
opening of professions to women, women's 
enfranchisement and higher education, im-
provement in the conditions of their em-
ployment, these things, scarcely hinted at 
forty years ago, have since been strenuously 
advocated and in a measure secured. Mr. 
Aspinall regarded all women, old and young, 
rich and poor, with chivalrous respect, he 
would have done much to serve them, nothing 
to injure them. But he did not share the 
spirit of the movements that were going on to 
alter their condition. Here as elsewhere he 
clung to the old order. To him a woman's 
place was the home, and the home only. He 
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did not see that, as some men are domestic 
and retiring, while others are eminently quali-
fied for public life, so there may be similar 
differences of temperament in women which 
should have similar free play. His position is 
easily understood. It is held by many persons. 
It arises from an esteem for women mingled 
with a measure of doubt; they are so excel-
lent now, but would their excellence survive! 
Of late years, women have proved themselves 
capable in all the spheres of human thought 
and activity which they have attempted; but 
Mr. Aspinall had not realised this. In this 
connection, I recall the first time I ever saw 
Mr. Aspinall or heard him speak. It is twenty 
years or more ago, and the occasion was a 
lecture on " L u x u r y " by Mrs. Fawcett. That 
the subject was admirably dealt with, goes 
without saying; certainly few of the literary 
and scientific gentlemen present (for it was a 
meeting of a literary and scientific society) 
could have dealt with it half so well. Mr. 
Aspinall was invited to propose a vote of 
thanks and, in doing so, he missed the vital 
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point that the thanks were due to a lecturer 
for an intellectual t reat ; and, instead, he 
offered thanks suitable to a drawing-room lady 
who, having done something unusual and 
rather astonishingly clever, should be gratified 
with pretty compliments. If it had been 
known beforehand that this current of social 
movement was so totally beyond his ken, that 
even his habitual tact was at fault, of course 
he would not have been put forward. 
If Mr. Aspinall had been, in any degree, 
a lover of letters, the higher education of 
women—if no other women's movement -
would surely have interested him. He was 
not a lover of letters. Of course he was much 
occupied with other things; but the man or 
woman who loves books can always give some 
time to them. Few men of Mr. Aspinall's 
mental capacity have ever been so little 
attracted by books as he was. He wrote 
almost nothing excepting the preface to his 
father's book, already quoted, and a briefer 
preface to the third edition. He did not even 
write letters. If he desired to ascertain the 
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contents of a book, he could do so sufficiently 
for his purpose by swiftly skimming the pages; 
but, for many years, at least, he hardly read 
books at all. Of newspapers however, whether 
political or class journals, he was always a 
great reader, and he studied all shades of 
opinion, thus keeping himself closely in touch 
with the public movement of the day. 
As with literature, so with science. Dis-
coveries and inventions were only of casual 
interest. He was not in anywise a student 
but pre-eminently a man of action, steadfast in 
purpose, clear as to his aim, and everything he 
touched was required to subserve this. 
CHAPTER IX. 
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C H A P T E R IX. 
PERSONALITY. 
IF it was announced that Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
was to speak at a public meeting, a good 
audience was sure to gather, expecting enter-
tainment and not likely to be disappointed. 
Mr. Aspinall was in his element on a public 
platform. All the ability which other men 
divide between writing and speaking he, who, 
as we have seen, wrote nothing, seemed to 
concentrate on speaking. He was a natural 
orator who did not orate. His manner and 
matter of speech were homely, comprehensive 
and easily comprehensible. Wit ty allusion, of 
which there was no stint, made his discourse 
lively and acceptable. He couid talk about 
anything or—nothing! and in either case he 
talked well. He never talked, even about 
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nothing, uselessly. He was said to be fond of 
talking, and so he w a s ; but for all that, he 
never talked for the mere sake of talking. If 
it was necessary to keep a meeting together 
or to tide over an interval, Mr. Aspinall, with 
his unfailing good nature, was willing to 
accept the task, and for ten or fifteen minutes 
to delight his audience,—saying little, but 
saying it brightly and wittily. He would chat 
about himself, or tell some unimportant but 
amusing family incident, or pleasantly satirise 
some of his friends who were present, or his 
hearers. He would make new jokes or re-
iterate old ones; all with that inimitable 
manner of his which made anything he chose 
to say, acceptable. He made no preparation 
beforehand and the subject matter or at least 
the form of his speeches was often suggested 
by an occurrence of the moment. He was 
exceedingly quick to seize any local or occa-
sional incident which could serve to give point 
to his remarks. Thus, at Willaston, in 1891 , 
a bench collapsed, precipitating the occu-
pants—including a stout lady—to the floor. 
PERSONALITY. toy 
Accordingly, Mr. Aspinall began his speech 
with a few words on forms and ceremonies. 
The ceremony of that evening was in all 
respects agreeable but the form, which had 
placed even a lady in an undignified position, 
was very bad form indeed. 
Such remarks, which served to put his 
hearers in good humour, were usually the pre-
lude to something more serious. When there 
were serious things to speak about, Mr. Aspi-
nall was as ready and able to speak earnestly 
as he was at other times to speak lightly. 
When time had to be saved, not spent, no 
man could be more brief and none was more 
ready than he to forego his claims and stand 
aside for others. H e was invaluable to orga-
nisers of public meetings for, not only could 
he speak acceptably, but it was perfectly safe 
to let him loose upon the assembly. There 
was no occasion to pull his coat tails by way 
of hint. He never exceeded his welcome. 
Mr. Aspinall v/as thus universally popular as 
a speaker, simply because he spoke to edify 
others and not to gratify himself. He pleased 
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his hearers because he was sincerely anxious 
as well as able to give them pleasure. His 
talk, even about himself, was for this purpose 
and not to magnify himself. Equally in public 
and in private there was a complete absence 
of self-assertion or pretence of any kind. H e 
never boasted. If the world had waited to 
learn his virtues from his own lips, it would 
never have learned them at all. 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall had another manner. 
He could be indignant and severe as well as 
genial. On the bench, as on the platform, he 
was often witty, but he was also often stern. 
His sarcasm, when he was aroused, was like a 
heavy blow. I t was ill for callous or cruel 
persons when they were brought before him. 
Nor would he allow anyone to take undue 
liberties. A pertinent retort has sometimes 
saved a culprit from punishment ; but he 
could not tolerate the least impertinence. 
Whether he was on the bench or elsewhere, 
there was a point beyond which no person 
could go with impunity. He was too tena-
cious of his dignity to permit any infringe-
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ment. He had a summary and eifectual way 
with those who attempted it. W h e n he drew 
himself to his full height—and he was a tall, 
well-proportioned man—and administered a 
rebuke in what has been styled his " magis-
terial manner," there were few who could 
withstand him. 
In private life, Mr. Aspinall was just the 
same cordial and witty man that he was in 
public. He had not two faces or two manners. 
T h e public were to him only a larger gather-
ing of his friends. Callers on any worthy 
mission were sure of a kindly welcome, and at 
his of&ce one of his hospitable customs was to 
prepare a cup of cocoa for them. At home, 
he did not receive much company, being so 
often engaged abroad, and, in any case, not 
specially fond of dinner table diversion. Yet 
at private feast or public banquet he was the 
best of good company. " His presence," says 
the Rev. Samuel Barber, who first met him 
on such an occasion, " seemed to develop all 
the latent humour of those around him." His 
witty allusion, apt anecdote, smart repartee 
p 
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and withal unfailing good humour were well 
calculated to brighten any assembly. 
Nevertheless, while Mr. Aspinall had not 
the tastes of the diner-out, he depended 
greatly on congenial human society for his 
happiness. Solitude was distasteful to him. 
Naturally of a sensitive, excitable tempera-
ment, he was liable, when alone, to suffer 
from reaction and become despondent. Ac-
tion was life to him and when, a few months 
before his death, aware of his failing power, 
he proposed to reduce his engagements that 
he might take rest, he spoke of an impossi-
bility.* 
It is now generally recognised that the face, 
if properly studied, is a true index to char-
acter. Even the hypocrite, while he may veil 
his emotions, cannot conceal that he is a 
hypocrite. Every man's character—be he 
hypocrite or saint— is stamped on his counte-
nance for those who have eyes to see. In the 
* " I am glad to say my engagements are not so numerous 
as they have been, nor do I prcipose to be so busy in future. 
I have too much of i t . " Extract from a Utter to Mr. John 
Harding of Bebington. 
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case of an. ingenuous man like Mr. Aspinall, 
the reading is comparatively easy. The first 
and predominating impression on seeing his 
face, was of its perfect innocency. This man 
could not harbour ill thoughts or deceive 
either others or himself. The eyes were ex-
pressive, as the eyes of truthful persons always 
are,—mirthful, mischievous, tender, thought-
ful, according to the mood. The expression 
was so mobile that , to discern the deeper cha-
racteristics, a good portrait serves better. As 
I write, several portraits, taken at different 
periods, are before me. Tha t which I have 
chosen for a frontispiece seems to me especi-
ally significant, gathering in itself the hint or 
suggestion of many varying moods. It sug-
gests the high mental power and critical 
alertness; there is a certain prominence of 
feature which betokens ambi t ion; the indi-
cations of strong will are unmistakable, but 
they are toned with lines of tenderness: evi-
dently the surest appeal from an unwelcome 
dictum was to his pity. Through all, is 
sensitiveness, intense even to sadness, as of 
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one to whom sympathy was precious. With 
the generous giving and loving, there is also 
the wish to be loved. Yet there is no craving 
desire, but only patient endurance. There is 
none of the eager " but are you sure that you 
love m e " of the young Mozart. This is the 
face of a man who would give all and ask for 
nothing; and yet would gladly welcome what-
ever affection was spontaneously offered by his 
fellow men.* 
No wonder such a man inspired feelings of 
* I am permitted to print the following sonnet, written by 
the Rev. Samuel Barber ;— 
O N A P O R T R A I T OF C L A R K E A S P IN A L L . 
" That sunny smile, whose gloom-dispelling might 
Shone forth, dear friend, on thy beloved face 
Our crowded streets and courts no more shall grace; 
Yet doth it shine, with quickening effluence bright, 
A beacon for the wanderers of the night. 
Past is that fervent life; one joyous hour 
It seemed, though toilsome, and to us the power 
Of rich example left,—our way to light. 
" ' Rescue the fallen. Mingle love with truth, 
Lift up the erring, 'tis man's noblest part. 
Hope's angel comfort to the saddened breast 
Impart, God's living word to hungering youth 
Dispense, for thou Truth's steward ever art.' 
So did'st «/io» bid us win our Sabbath rest." 
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w a r m regard w h e r e v e r he w a s known. " H i s 
very face w a s a benedict ion, his smile w a s a 
sunbeam, and his bright b u o y a n c y of spirits 
cheered people w h e r e v e r he w e n t , " writes the 
author of a t o u c h i n g personal tr ibute to his 
m e m o r y . * " I loved, that m a n , " said one w h o 
co-operated w i t h h im in phi lanthropic works , 
but m e t h im chiefly in the business affairs of 
every d a y . T h e fol lowing passages from a 
letter w h i c h reached me whi le I w a s wri t ing 
this book, g ive enthusiastic praise, y e t they 
echo truly the general sent iment of those 
w h o w e r e brought into near associat ion w i t h 
h im 
" I m a y say , w i t h o u t fear of contradict ion, 
that I never c a m e in c o n t a c t w i t h a more 
honourable, upr ight , conscientious, liberal, 
warm-hearted a n d generous m a n . . . . I 
shall a l w a y s r e m e m b e r h im as I saw him last, 
w h i c h w a s t w o days before death c losed a 
noble, unselfish a n d earnest career. I f his 
example w a s more largely copied, then the 
' Misiti. A brief but loving memorial of the late Clarke 
Aspinall. By a Lay fellow worker. Liverpool: 1892. 
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world would be purer, nobler and more self-
sacrificing than at present. Mr. Aspinall's 
kindness and that of his family I shall never 
forget. W h e n he was no more, I felt I had 
lost a friend indeed." 
T h e three thousand persons of every class 
and section of the community, who, on the 
13th of December, 1891, regardless of incle-
ment weather, gathered at Bebington at his 
funeral, came, not to %how their respect to an 
eminent man, but as mourners who had lost 
their friend. T h e scene was impressive, not 
as a public function but because it was an 
absolutely spontaneous expression of esteem 
and affection. T h e village was in mourning, 
as the drawn blinds and closed shutters in 
every house and shop betokened, and far 
beyond the village there were sad hearts 
among poor and rich that day. Soon after-
wards two memorial funds were set on foot, 
one of which realised £6000, from contribu-
tions ranging from pence to T h e other, 
organised by the Diocesan Branch of the 
Church of England Temperance Society, 
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resulted in the estaWishment of four new 
prison missions. 
T h e opinions of the multitude are often 
wrong. False leaders are too readily followed 
for a time, until they are found o u t ; but, 
sooner or later, they are discovered and 
rejected. W h e n a man has been in the midst 
of the people daily, for thirty years and more, 
they do not love him at the last, as they loved 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall, without good cause. 
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C HARACTERISTICS. 
WE have followed the footsteps of a hfe 
which, as was remarked at the outset, con-
tained few striking incidents and no dramatic 
surprises. Mr. Clarke Aspinail's name is not 
linked with the national events of his time. 
H e moved in a well-defined and remoter circle 
of interests. Born in Liverpool, of a Liver-
pool family,* he never, after boyhood, resided 
at any distance from his native place. When 
he travelled, it was to fulfil engagements. He 
does not seem to have felt any desire to 
explore the world. H e loved his home and 
his town and his country and felt compara-
tively little interest in places beyond. A 
foreign holiday trip of a few months ' duration 
was his most extensive journey. 
• A Lancashire family throughout. The Aspinalls of 
Standen Hall, near CHtheroe, are the senior branch. 
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As with the world of matter, so with the 
world of thought and ideas—he was no ex-
plorer. Religion was to him the one subject 
of vital importance but he did not investigate 
religious problems or try to throw new light 
on them. H e contributed nothing new to reli-
gion, ar t or science. Even on a subject so 
near his heart as social amelioration, he had 
no original suggestions to offer. His mental 
apprehension was remarkably swift and he 
could grasp the main aspects of a subject 
instantly and the contents of a book by 
skimming its pages. Such knowledge he 
valued not for its own sake, for it was neces-
sarily superficial, but as garniture for speeches 
designed for other ends. H e left the world of 
thought and ideas where he found it. His 
world was not there but among men. Them 
he studied and understood, and for them he 
worked untiringly. 
The motive force of Mr. Clarke Aspinall's 
life was a passionate desire to help mankind. 
" S h o w m e " said Fichte, " w h a t thou truly 
lovest, what thou seekest and strivest for with 
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thy whole heart, when thou hopest to attain 
to true enjoyment of thyself, and thou hast 
thereby shown me thy Life. W h a t thou 
lovest, in that thou livest. This very love is 
thy Life ; the root, the seat, the centra! point, 
of thy being." Helping mankind was " the 
root, the seat, the central p o i n t " of Mr. 
AspinaU's being. It was his business, just as 
trading is the merchant's business and paint-
ing the artist's business, and writing the 
author's business. True, it was not the busi-
ness whereby he earned his living, for he was 
not a professional but a voluntary helper; but 
then. Burns earned his living by ploughing 
and gauging, and his business in life was 
poetry; and Roscoe by law and banking, and 
his business in life was literature. In the 
case of Mr. Aspinall an official position, not 
arduous, yielded the necessary income and 
enabled* him to exercise his philanthropy, 
not as many worthy persons exercise philan-
thropy, by way of relaxation and recreation, 
but strenuously, systematically and constantly. 
No deed, humble or arduous, came amiss to 
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him, if only it was helpful. H e would carry a 
parcel for a friend or advise a stranger in a 
railway carriage to take Liebig's extract to 
cure sleeplessness, and with equal readiness 
he would travel across the kingdom to pro-
mote temperance or a Christian mission. H e 
never took such trouble for his private ends— 
indeed he was painfully heedless of his own 
affairs—but readily in aid of others. Any 
well disposed person does a vast amount of 
good in the ordinary course of his lifetime, 
but in the case of Mr. Aspinall, who laid his 
plans to do good, the relief he gave, the hope 
he inspired and the gladness he diffused must 
have been well nigh infinite. 
To be strenuously helpful, a man must, 
necessarily, be disinterested. If he has one 
eye on others' needs and one on his own 
interests^ there can be no passionate desire to 
help mankind in him. He may, for all that , 
be a good man and a useful man. Doubtless, 
the total progress of the world is due more to 
the incidental fruit of work not in any way 
designed to help it forward, than to conscious 
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human effort; for nature has a way of her 
own for turning everything to her purposes. 
Nevertheless, it remains true that the useful-
ness of any man is marred if, when he under-
takes to promote the public weal, he has a 
private purpose to serve. Mr. Aspinall, who 
so desired to be useful, was able to be entirely 
useful because he was disinterested. 
The positive features of Mr. Clarke Aspi-
nail's character, which stand out most clearly 
when we review his life are his boundless 
activity, his open-handedness and his suavity. 
H e was one of those always busy men who 
yet have time for everything. Into his com-
paratively short life he compressed thrice as 
much as most men could put into a long one. 
His name did not figure very frequently in 
subscription lists, but, if his free gift of work 
could have been commuted into its equivalent 
in gold, at the rate at which merchants trans-
mute their work into gold, his name would 
have been at the top of the lists. 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall gave money as freely as 
he gave time and work, but usually he gave 
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it privately. He had none of the hoarding 
instinct. He improved " t h e shining h o u r " 
truly, but not after the manner of the indus-
trious but niggardly bee, commended by Dr. 
Watts. In respect to thrift he could have no 
place in that galaxy of heroes celebrated by 
Mr. Samuel Smiles, whose virtue is that they 
live systematically on less than their income 
and use the surplus for their own advance-
ment. Mr. Clarke Aspinall's income from his 
Coronership was sufficient to have enabled 
him to live at ease and amass a competence. 
The opportunities afforded by his position— 
the openings for advancement and the abun-
dant leisure—would have served to make some 
men wealthy. It was said of George Peabody 
that he gave away three fortunes. Mr. Aspi-
nall in the same spirit of philanthropy, refused 
to amass even one. He hoarded nothing and 
when he died left practically none of this 
world's goods behind him. Yet, if there was 
no hoarding, there was also no waste. Of 
time, all he could give he gave freely but 
systematically. Restless as he was, there was 
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no purposeless restlessness, and his life con-
tained no idle days. With the money he 
earned, he paid his way and lived without 
ostentation, and he gave what remained to 
those who seemed in present need of it. Here, 
too, his giving, although lavish, was orderly. 
He did not give to everyone who asked or 
because he was asked. He judged for himself 
when and where to give. His estimate of men 
was swift and accurate and, although he was 
naturally impulsive and unsuspicious, it is 
probable his charity was directed more wisely 
than is usual. At anyrate, he was not one 
who thought giving was sufficient, without at 
least trying to give discreetly. His was that 
deeper economy which refuses to put any 
useful thing out of employment, even tem-
porarily, merely because it may be wanted 
by and b y ; but turns everything to instant 
use. 
Our social conditions would not suit the 
general adoption of such a method; and 
although it is true many persons spend all 
their income and more, few do so for the grati-
Q 
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fication of anyone but themselves and their 
immediate belongings. It is obviously in-
cumbent on men to provide, not for the needs 
of the day only, but for the future of them-
selves and of those vi^ ho depend on them. Mr. 
Clarke Aspinall did so provide for his family, 
in the best mode open to a man with his 
propensity for g iv ing—a heavy life insurance. 
In another way also, unconsciously of course, 
but not less really, he provided. T h e Memorial 
Fund, eagerly subscribed immediately after 
his death, was the direct outcome and reason-
able acknowledgment of his life-long mu-
nificence. Public gratitude is, however, a 
bank of such doubtful security that it should 
not be trusted. It pays no interest and rarely 
returns even a portion, never all the capital of 
its depositors. 
O f his suavity, everyone who came in con-
tact, near or remote, with Mr. Aspinall has 
had experience. H e was known far and wide 
as the one man above all others who could 
make a meeting agreeable and good-humoured. 
W h e n business had to be done he was the 
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best chairman possible, for he could press it 
forward without vexing anyone. Disturbance 
when he was present was out of the question. 
For one thing, he avoided disturbing topics, 
but it is also true he could say unpleasant 
things so pleasantly that offence was im-
possible. He was a lover of peace; not, 
indeed a member of any Peace Society—mem-
bers of Peace Societies are often remarkably 
combative—but devoid of destructive instincts. 
W e have seen how he avoided controversies. 
It was because he was constitutionally unfitted 
for them. He could not endure dissension. 
If he asked advice, as he sometimes did, he 
would listen to it when it was given and, if it 
proved contrary to his own ideas, might per-
haps take time to consider it, but would enter 
upon no discussion. Probably, on such occa-
sions, he was really seeking sympathetic ap-
proval more than advice. He could not and 
would not argue. Controversy of any kind 
only vexed him. 
Hence, Mr. Clarke Aspinall was in no sense 
a pioneer. What he took up he did heartily. 
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but he did not take up new ideas or uncommon 
causes. Some men can lead and lead greatly 
when they have a force at their back, who 
could never head a forlorn hope. Such men 
are of peculiarly sensitive conscience and need 
some authority for whatever they engage in, 
not less in political and social action than in 
religion. In public affairs they want a cer-
tain measure of public approval to justify 
their cause and assure them that it is right. 
Having this, they can iight for it with good 
heart and hope. T h e y are not really weak 
men—on the contrary they are often excep-
tionally strong —only they have not quite 
enough self-confidence to determine the right 
or wrong of their action for themselves. They 
are not followers of the majority, indeed, 
they are not followers at all, but leaders-
T h e y do not wish to have the majority at 
their back, but sufficient force to satisfy 
them that their cause is just, not that it 
will be victorious. Nor do they model their 
opinions by what either a majority or a 
minority may approve; their convictions are 
CHARACTERISTICS. 229 
their own, not echoes of others, but it is for 
giving public effect to them that they need the 
assurance. O f this type Mr. Gladstone is the 
most notable living example. In his public 
policy he is never far in advance of public 
opinion. He has led many great causes to a 
triumphant issue, but the point at which he 
took them up was when some Cobden or 
Bright or Parnell had opened the path. After 
the idealist has pointed the way and the 
pioneer has cleared it, he is an unequalled 
leader. Gladstone against the world is an im-
possibility but Gladstone leading a party 
against formidable foes is always undaunted 
and has more than once proved invincible. 
In like manner Mr. Clarke Aspinall worked 
always with a party, although not always with 
the strongest or largest party, and his most 
useful work did not consist in seeing and sug-
gesting possibilities or in opening up the way 
for their realisation, but in helping to make 
them real. His power iay less in daring than 
in doing. In other words his work was 
pre-eminently practical. T h e concentration 
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of his energy in this way made his service in 
his chosen sphere the more effectual. 
If Mr. Aspinall avoided controversy and 
desired a meed of approval for his v/ork, it is 
certain he was never, for the sake either of 
peace or approval, untrue to his convictions. 
He was not ashamed of them and did- not 
try to conceal them. He was incapable of 
even the smallest insincerity. Thus, although 
suave, he was not plausible. " The great 
man is he who keeps his boy-heart" said 
Marcius. Mr. Aspinall kept his frank, simple-
hearted boy-nature all through life. 
When I say Mr. Clarke Aspinall was frank, 
I mean his life was naturally and freely open 
to the world, and not that he was a particu-
larly communicative man. He was too self-
centred to be that. Famous talker that he 
was, he could yet keep his own counsel. His 
deepest thoughts and sentiments remained in 
his own possession. He had few confidants. 
Assuredly he did not take the public at large 
into his confidence. When, at public meet-
ings, usually at those in his own neighbour-
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hood, he talked about himself and related 
incidents of a domestic kind, he m a y h a v e 
said w h a t more secretive persons would have 
preferred to leave unsaid ; but he said nothing 
of a realiy reveal ing character and his purpose 
w a s to amuse, and not to win either pity or 
admirat ion. H e co-operated with others in 
matters of mutual interest but, all the t ime, as 
regarded himself, he stood apart . H e couid 
talk freely about himself , but his public talk 
really veiled him more than it revealed h im, 
for people took it for w h a t it was not, and 
made blundering estimates in consequence. 
H e w a s not the man to exhibit mind and 
heart either to amuse an audience or to win 
applause or even s y m p a t h y . H e might have 
said with H a w t h o r n e : " So far as I a m a n of 
really individual attributes, I veil m y f a c e ; 
nor a m I, nor have I ever been, one of those 
supremely hospitable people , w h o serve u p 
their own hearts, delicately fried, with brain 
sauce, as a tidbit for their beloved publ ic . " 
A s Mr. Aspinal l did not angle for sympathy , 
he did not get it in abundance. F e w persons 
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look below the surface of others' lives or even 
of their own, and, as he appeared at a superfi-
cial glance, he was assumed to be,—that and 
nothing more. This genial man, so active in 
promoting the welfare of others, was not sup-
posed to have any interests of his own which 
others might promote; for he never thrust 
them forward. As he did these things and 
asked no return, none was offered. Too 
strong to complain, too reserved and self 
centred to ask, Mr. Aspinall was yet a man to 
whom spontaneous tokens of love and sym-
pathy were precious. I t is always thus with 
strong men. They may give sympathy in 
abundance, but cannot ask it or show they 
need it. 
Applause may have served in some small 
measure as an acknowledgment of public ser-
vices ; but Mr. Aspinall did more work than 
the public ever suspected, outside the range of 
applause. He laboured behind the scenes as 
well as in front. Indeed often, after doing his 
full share of the unseen work, he did not come 
to the front at all and did not receive any of 
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the praise. It may be noticed that when he 
accepted the chief place, it was usually in con-
nection with lesser functions; he was seldom 
a prominent iigure on occasions when local 
magnates like to crowd to the front. Had he 
been thirstj' for popularity, he would have 
been among the local magnates, jostling for a 
place, instead of, as was the case, allowing 
more assertive and less useful persons to step 
before him. Considering how well he %vas 
regarded and how much he did for others, it 
is astonishing how few of the highest honours 
he received and how little was ever done for 
him ; or it would be astonishing if we did not 
remember that it is much oftener importunity 
which secures recompense than gratitude which 
oifers it. Even when Mr., Aspinall's fellow-
parishioners were sincerely anxious to be 
gracious,^' the best they could say in their 
Address was that they wanted him to continue 
to be useful to them : " It is our earnest hope 
that you may, for many years to come, enjoy 
health and strength, which will enable you to 
• See chapter iv. 
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give to the parish the benefit of your ability 
and experience in the office you have so long 
and worthily filled." Here the world's con-
summate selfishness toward its benefactors is 
expressed with a guileless unconsciousness, 
almost pathetic. 
Thus, amid applause and honest, if not very 
responsive admiration, Mr. Clarke Aspinall 
lived what must have been, in a measure, a 
lonely life. Understanding others so well, 
there were few who understood and loved 
him enough to be the confidants of his true 
self. Applause cheered him, as a stimulant 
cheers, but it could not satisfy. Many leaned 
on him, but who among them all was there 
for him to lean upon ? He had such swift 
sympathy that he understood others' needs 
before they were stated ; but others waited for 
him to ask, and waited in vain. 
Yet, if here is a suggestion of sadness, it is 
only the shadow of a sunny life. Mr. Aspinali's 
was a life, not of thwarted purposes and 
wrecked desires but of achievement. If full 
of work it was not full of toil. The work of 
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the freeman as distinguished from the toil of 
the slave, is not mere task work for a certain 
end but is an end and pleasure in itself. T h e 
man of letters writing his books, the artist 
painting his pictures, the naturahst tending 
his plants, the lover of his fellow men guard-
ing and guiding them, fulfil their own lives. 
T h e same offices when performed by the 
writer, the painter, the gardener and the pro-
fessional philanthropist, partake of the nature 
of tasks and are for gain and not for growth. 
T h e one true business of life as well as its 
pleasure, is the unfolding of character and 
that would be an ideal condition where all the 
hours could be so employed. Life then would 
be made up, not of toil which wastes and 
recreation, but of continuous growth. It is 
usually difficult or impossible even to approach 
such unity. Conscientious men and women 
have often to content themselves with doing 
honestly what they must and leaving aside 
what their nature prompts them to do. W i t h 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall this was not so. As he 
himself said: " I do what I like doing." 
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W h a t his father wrote of another lover of his 
fellow men, the Rev. Dr. Shepherd of Gate-
acre, is true of him : " His heart was a bank, 
upon which misery had only to draw, and its 
drafts were sure to be accepted and honoured." 
In doing good his passionate desire to help 
mankind found constant satisfaction. When 
men sacrifice their interests and desires to 
what they deem their duty, it is called hero-
ism. Mr. Clarke Aspinall's crowning grace 
was that to do good was, to him, not a sacri-
fice or even a duty, but a delight. His life 
must have been happy for it was a life of ful-
filment. 
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